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Adult Forum Class
The first Great Awakening in the United States began
with Jonathan Edward’s powerful sermon, Sinners in
the Hands of an Angry God. It was a revival fueled by a
stark and vivid picture of the wrath of God. But is this
portrait of a vengeful God a true reflection of God’s
nature?
This fall the Sunday morning adult study group will be
reading Brian Zahnd's book, Sinners in the Hands of a
Loving God - The Scandalous Truth of the Very Good
News. Have you ever wondered why God seems angry
and judgmental in the Old Testament while Jesus is
loving and forgiving in the New Testament? Is God really the same God in both parts of the Bible? Brian
Zahnd teaches us how God is the God of love cover to
cover - and Jesus has come to show us this God. Join
our discussion of Zahnd's book and be refreshed in
God's love. The class begins on September 12 at 9:30
am on Zoom - and concludes by Thanksgiving.
Available on Kindle for $5.00 or Paperback for $13.50.
This book is available on amazon at this link:
https://www.amazon.com/Sinners-Hands-Loving-GodScandalous/dp/1601429517
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PREACHER FEATURE

CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984
CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

Ministry Team
Pastor ............................................ John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

President .............................. Jean Schaake
Vice-President ..................... Harriet Powell
Secretary ............................. Suzanne Terry
Treasurer.....................................Lois Plato
Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Member .................................... Randy Cox

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. ....................... Synette Payne,
Heidi Thiele, & Hannah Tarver
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ....................................Lori Shelton
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .........Yvonne Poppe
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee............. Jean Russell
Property Committee ..................................
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Stewardship ........................ Chris Clarkson
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

I was probably fourteen when I was first allowed to go to New York
City on my own. That morning, as I rode the monstrous escalator up
from the train station in the World Trade Center, the world seemed a
safe place, even among the hustling crowds of lower Manhattan. On
September 11, 2001 the world changed. This year’s class of College
freshmen have never known a time when America was not at war, or
flown on a commercial jet without first removing their shoes. As our
troops return home after twenty years in Afghanistan, we face new
dangers in an ever changing world.
No doubt, the coming generation will be profoundly shaped by the
Pandemic and by increasingly violent storms, strengthened by a warming planet. Political rifts grow as liberals and conservatives are convinced that the other side is leading us to destruction. Despite the rapid changes to our world, I’m not convinced that it is any different than
it ever was.
“We didn’t start the fire,” claims the lyrics of Billy Joel, “but the
worlds been burning since the world was turning.” People may long
for the good old days, but were they, really? The innocent days of my
childhood were marred by race riots and political assassinations. The
biblical narrative records the acts of infidelity and murder committed
by David, the shameful inhospitality of Sodom and Gomorrah. The
murder of Abel by Cain. Indeed, those were the days.
Despite the evil that was always present, the world has always found
profound hope in the grace of God. Perhaps our best days will not be
found by looking back, but by seeking the coming kingdom of God’s
grace. It is a kingdom not found as the result of military conquest or
theological hegemony. The Kingdom comes as we recognize the humanity of all. It breaks in where we dare to love our neighbor and seek
justice and compassion for all. The Kingdom doesn’t seek personal liberties, but seeks to care for the vulnerable and weak.
Twenty years of war has given us little to show for the effort. Perhaps
in this next generation we can call upon our faith to put away division
and seek common ground to tackle the problems we face. If we desire
a better world, we need to seek a better way to live. Follow the example of Christ and live our the love and grace of God. Help those who
are in need, show mercy and kindness to those who haven’t shown
the best side of themselves. Listen to the pain of others and find a
word of hope and healing. The world may never be the same again.
Blessings,
Pastor Bell

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Evening Book Club
We met at Lois Plato's home in August to talk about Thunder Bay by
William Kent Krueger. Our discussion centered around the themes
of bonds with family and lifelong friends who become family. Most
of us who haven't read the rest of the series are hooked!
In September, we'll meet at Joan Lindsey's home to discuss The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See. Suzanne will lead discussion.
For those who like to read ahead:
September 21 – The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See (Joan hosting;
Suzanne leading discussion)
October 19 – Hitting a Straight Lick With a Crooked Stick by Zora
Neale Hurston (Suzanne leading discussion)
November 16 – Rise the Euphrates by Carol Edgarian
December 21 – Group discussion of the best books we've read
this year
Email if you want to be added to the evening book club email list –
coffeesnob@gmail.com. We’d love to have you join us!

A Message From Outreach
Due to ongoing pandemic concerns, the Outreach Team has no current hands-on projects with our community partners. We are staying in touch with them and will update you as it becomes advisable to continue our work with them.
There are still ways to get involved and have an impact on the world and the city, though. Many groups
around town take donations, and we'd love to hear about them. If you are not a member of our Facebook
group yet, please join and feel free to post needs you become aware of (if it won't let you join, email Suzanne Terry at coffeesnob@gmail.com or friend her on Facebook, and she'll send you an invitation). You
can also keep an eye out for opportunities in the newsletter and the church bulletin.
One particular need we know about right now is that the CTS quilters are looking for new members. If
you are interested, reach out to Yvonne Poppe or join them at the church on the second and fourth Mondays and Tuesdays.
The Outreach Team also welcomes new members. We each take lead on certain projects and ask for support when needed from the group and the congregation. If you have ideas on how to help members engage with CTS and the community, join our next meeting on Sunday, October 3, at 1:00 p.m.
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The Reconciling in Christ Team a group of members (primarily: Suzanne Terry, Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson, and Pastor John Bell). We have been meeting over the last year, asked by the Congregation Council to explore whether it is time for Christ The Servant Lutheran church to be formally recognized
as a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) church. An RIC church is one that proclaims itself to be welcoming and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations (LGBTQIA+ people).
As we continue on this journey, we will be hosting conversation with all members so we reach an answer to
whether we, as a body of believers, wish to become an RIC congregation. This is a significant decision. A decision which will flow from the faith we have. This faith is grounded in the Biblical story

A reflection from Celene Welch
I served as Lutheran Campus Pastor at UNT and TWU for 16 years and was always impressed by and grateful for Christ the Servant’s investment in our ELCA ministry to students. In the spring of 2017, Lutheran
Campus Ministry became a Reconciling in Christ organization. We first discussed the possibility of extending an explicit welcome to those in the LGBTQ+ community with the board and later among the students.
Both groups were unanimously supportive. One of the board members said, “I can’t imagine working
with students and not being welcoming.” Our students did a study that included biblical and sociological
information, then wrote a welcome statement:

As followers of Jesus, we believe that we should be a community that is open to everyone.
Acknowledging that LGBT+ individuals have often been excluded by both the church and society, we affirm and welcome those of all gender identities and sexual orientations. Whether
you identify as straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, asexual, or something
else, you have a place here.
After our statement was approved by Reconciling Works (the Lutheran organization that certifies congregations and organizations as affirming), we included it on the information card that we gave to incoming
students during summer orientations.
At our first gathering that fall, a new student told us that she had not signed up with any student organizations during the summer, but that she had taken information from as many religious groups as possible.
She planned to visit a variety of groups to find the right one for her. When she read through the materials, she decided that she would visit LCM first because “the welcome statement was so explicit” and so
prominent in our materials that she felt we must be serious about welcoming her.
She quickly became one of our most active participants and brought friends—LGBTQ+ friends—who
were intrigued by the idea of a faith group that wanted them to come and accepted them for who they
were. The mutual ministry that occurred proved a blessing to the ministry and to me personally.
Christ the Servant is a welcoming church. Visitors from my former congregation told me that their time at
CTS was the most welcoming church visit they’d ever had, and there have been LGBTQ+ members of the
church as long as I’ve been a member. Isn’t it time to make our welcome explicit to even more people
seeking a loving and nurturing congregation?
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August Wildflower Commentary
By Fritz Poppe

Due to the blessings of abundant rain, we have things blooming rather than the usual brown of a dry Texas August. The greener picture shows the delicately flowering Gaura on the left and a single yellow Cow
Pen Daisy plant beginning to bloom, the result of seeds from last year's plants.
The other picture highlights the red-orange Flame Acanthus among scattered pink Texas Rock Roses. The Rock Roses from last year were brutally frozen in February and the existing plants struggled to
survive. Luckily, many of their seeds from last year sprouted baby plants, scattered throughout the garden.
This spring we planted a new Passionflower Vine on the west trellis in front of the church and it is thriving nicely. This is the host plant for Gulf Fritillary Butterflies. I've seen their caterpillars eating the leaves.
In a couple days, when they have eaten enough, they will pupate and then emerge as beautiful redorange butterflies! (That lay eggs on the leaves to hatch into caterpillars to keep the cycle of life going!)
We are grateful for Jean Russell's help tending and grooming the wildflower gardens. She also gets the
credit for single handedly staining the cedar edging, wrestling the Bermuda grass, and placing the decorative rocks to beautify the driveway edge.
PS: The John Deere is promised "maybe" this week.
The yard is greener now than it will be when freshly mowed, but we do want to mow it!

Two events this year. Participate in one or both.
Event 1
Our Traditional In Person Empty Bowls Luncheon at Armadillo Ale Works in Denton on Saturday, October
16, 2021 from 11:30am - 2:30pm.
Online ticket sales will be available starting September 15, 2021.
The link to this will be on the chruch website.
In order to reduce the numbers in attendance due to Covid, there will only be a limited number of tickets
sold to the in person event.
Event 2
Empty Bowls Online Auction and Sale
This will take place with a completely different collection of bowls from the luncheon. This is for those
who are unable to attend the in person event, or those simply interested in looking at some additional
bowls. This auction and sale will occur online October 8 - October 16, 2021. Specific links and information
will be posted to the church website soon. The money raised from the online event will also benefit Our
Daily Bread and Denton Community Food Center.

Mon

Tue

11:30 am—2:30 pm

13
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

20
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

27
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

19
9:30 am Christian Ed
11:00 am Hybrid Worship

26
9:30 am Christian Ed
11:00 am Hybrid Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

Church Office
Closed
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study
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12
9:30 am Christian Ed
11:00 am Hybrid Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

Food Sunday
5
9:30 am Hybrid Worship

28
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

21
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
7:00 pm Evening
Book Club

14
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

7
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

Online Sale & Auction October 8th—16th

Saturday, October 16th

Empty Bowls Luncheon—Armadillo Ale Works

Sun

29
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

22
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

15
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal
8:00 pm Worship &
Music

8
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

1

Wed

30
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

23
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

16
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:30 pm
Communications

9
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:00 pm Church Council

2
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

Thu

24

17

10

3

Fri

25
10:00 am CoDA

18
10:00 am CoDA

11
10:00 am CoDA

4
10:00 am CoDA

Sat

