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Coming Back Stronger
Returning to normal in a time of pandemic is turning
out to be a long and sometimes frustrating process. In
some ways, we may never return to the way we were
pre-pandemic. If we do it right we will come back
stronger. In this forth wave of the pandemic the congregation again finds itself implementing precautions.
Although this has brought rationed singing and continued worship from home, the church has
gained the ability to worship fully with
those who cannot be there in person. A
congregational process is beginning to
discern our ministry among LGBQIA+ individuals who have been hurt and excluded by other communities of faith..

Volunteers have worked throughout the pandemic to
maintain our campus. Jean Russell has spent many
hours maintain the flower beds. Dan Mielke and Fritz
Poppe have kept up the yard, and the aging lawn
mower has been replaced by a commercial model. Repairs have been made to the handicapped ramp that
connects the main and annex buildings. But there is
still more to be done as we prepare to
transition back to in-person gatherings.

This month, Empty Bowls will again
transform as they partner with Armadillo
Brewery in hosting this years event, a development that extends the target population for this years luncheon.
Lori Shelton and Pastor Bell have collaborated to create a home communion set.
The set is for the use of our communion
distributers as they return to service.

Lori Shelton and Pastor Bell collaborated to create a new home
communion kit

On Saturday, October 30th, the congregation will have an outdoor work
day to tackle remaining projects. Pressure washing is needed to remove mildew from the siding. We are in need
of painters to stain the ramp and
wooden strairs, the iron fence, and
the sign. Grass needs to be scraped
off the parking lot and the plumbing
line to the shed spigot needs repair.
Plan to join us beginning at 9:00 AM
and help us come back strong.
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PREACHER FEATURE

CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984

Freedom and Christianity

CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

Ministry Team
Pastor ............................................ John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

President .............................. Jean Schaake
Vice-President ..................... Harriet Powell
Secretary ............................. Suzanne Terry
Treasurer.....................................Lois Plato
Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Member .................................... Randy Cox

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. .. Heidi Thiele, Hannah Tarver
Synette Payne, Janna Callahan
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ........................................Lois Plato
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .........Yvonne Poppe
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee...... Beth Willoughby
Property Committee ........................... TBA
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

There has been a lot of talk about religious liberty in the past few
years. Indeed, it is one of the tenets upon which the U.S. Constitution
is founded. Freedom of religion is guaranteed by
“Do not seek the very First Amendment. But for some, it seems,
the First Amendment does not mean what they
your own
think it means. Too often it seems that the appeal to
advantage,
first amendment rights seeks individual liberty rebut that of
gardless of the effect it has on others. I’ll leave the
the other.”
civics lessons to the political scientists, but I’d like to
1 Corinthians 10:24 address the theological implications of such a
stance.
In the early days of the Reformation, Martin Luther wrote a treatise on
The Freedom of a Christian. The discourse rejected both works righteousness and lawlessness. Luther properly understood that salvation
is not our doing, but God’s. Our salvation, our incredible worth in the
eyes of God, is in no way dependent on what do or do not do. In regards to salvation, we are totally free from the law. We are free to do
anything without threat to our salvation. But that does not mean we
should. As the Apostle Paul states in 1 Corinthians 10:23, “All things are
lawful, but not all things ae beneficial. All things are lawful, but not all
things build up.” When Christians are set free from the law, they are
not called to lawlessness.
At the same time Christ’s love and sets us free, it captivates us. Good
works are not longer done in fear of God’s judgement, but in awe of
God’s love. For those held in contempt, the simplest request can be
despised. Yet for one we love, one is often willing to go to great
lengths to please. The perfect love of Jesus Christ transforms the believer into a loving servant. We are compelled to love and serve our
neighbor because we know that the God who loves us, loves them.
True Christian liberty is not exercised in selfish acts of personal privilege. Jesus Christ gives us a new place in God’s kingdom where we
find serving others a privilege. True Christian liberty is found in love for
God and neighbor.
Sunday, October 31st is Reformation Day. As usual, we will observe it
by wearing red (the color of the Holy Spirit). Since it falls on Halloween this year, worshippers are also invited to wear a mask. But let our
true celebration be the exercise of true Christian Liberty; loving our
neighbor’s as God has loved us.
Blessings,
Pastor Bell

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209



3

Evening Book Club
In September, we met at Joan Lindsey's home to discuss The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See. Suzanne will lead discussion. Our
discussion centered on the roles women have played (and continue to play) in the family in different cultures and the resilience of
people who have been through tragedies. We also talked about
the part forgiveness plays in relationships and healing. We all
seemed to enjoy reading the book and recommend it!
On October 19, we will meet at Lori Shelton's house to discuss
Zora Neal Hurston's collection of stories entitled Hitting a Straight
Lick With a Crooked Stick. Suzanne will lead discussion.
For those who like to read ahead:
November 16 – Rise the Euphrates by Carol Edgarian
December 21 – Group discussion of the best books we've read this
year. Bring treats to share and recommendations for upcoming
months!
Email if you want to be added to the evening book club email list –
coffeesnob@gmail.com. We’d love to have you join us!

Gifted and Giving – How Grace Works
The NT-NL Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) seeks to support mission projects in the Northern TexasNorthern Louisiana (NT-NL) Synod. It works much like a foundation: an endowment fund serves as its
core; the principal is invested and only the income from the investment is expended annually to benefit
special causes that might otherwise go unfunded and unrealized. Grants are awarded to congregations
and organizations in the NT-NL on an annual basis. Almost one million dollars has been awarded in the 25year history!
This fall the Mission Endowment Fund is lifting up a theme of Gifted and Giving – How Grace Works. A
number of individuals and ministries are profiled on their website, including our own Pastor Celene
Welch. Visit https://giftedandgiving.org/ and click on submissions to see videos of those who share their
gifts. While there, consider a gift to the MEF.
The campaign will culminate with a montage video featuring talents and stories of giving from across our
Synod. The featured video, with a homily from Bishop Gronberg, will be premiered on GiftedandGiving.org, Facebook, and YouTube on October 16, 2021, at 10:00 am. View the MEF YouTube Channel.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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The Reconciling in Christ Team is a group of members (Suzanne Terry, Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson,
and Pastor John Bell) tasked by the Congregation Council to explore whether it is time for Christ The Servant to be
formally recognized as a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) church. An RIC church is one that proclaims itself to be welcoming
and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations and gender identities (LGBTQIA+ people).

Knowing You’re Welcome
By Nathan Graham

When I came out as gay, my former church family did not react well. The pastor advised my parents to cut me off
and tried to get me fired from a babysitting job with a young family in the church. According to my dad, others in
the congregation were praying for disaster to strike so that I might be brought “back into the fold.” Later, an elder
let me know that while I was still welcome at social events, I could no longer worship with them unless I repented
of my “lifestyle.”
Of course, by that time, I was long gone. I hadn’t set foot in the church where I’d grown up since my parents, longtime members, found out that I had come to terms with and accepted my sexuality.
Instead, I consulted a web page of gay-affirming churches in the area, culled from databases like Reconciling
Works’s for Lutheran churches. At the time, there were at most five or six listed congregations in Denton, and
Christ the Servant was not one of them. I started making the rounds, hoping to find a new spiritual home.
At that time, a friend from Arkansas sent me a link to a slideshow and audio interview from a New York Times series about LGBTQ+ youth. In an entry titled “Gaining Confidence from God,” a teen girl spoke about the acceptance
and strength she’d found within her own Lutheran family and church. My friend was just hoping to encourage me
by sharing this story. They hadn’t noticed that the church was located here in Denton, where I’d lived all my life.
That’s how I came to CTS in early 2013. When I sat down in an empty pew and glanced at the worship folder, my
heart warmed to see the welcome statement on the back. Then, while preaching on Jesus’s conflict with religious
leaders at the temple during Holy Week, Pastor Bell mentioned the irony of Jesus not being accepted in the places
he most belonged. As he spoke about religious bullying, I started to cry, because I knew exactly what he was talking about. It was as if the sermon was in direct response to my situation.
“What a coincidence!” you might say, or even, “What an act of God!” Both true, but as time has gone on, I’ve come
to believe that it should not have taken such an incredible coincidence or act of God for me to know I’d be welcome. It shouldn’t have taken an article from The New York Times. Yes, I could have found the welcome statement
on the website, but how would I have known to look at this church to begin with? Even after I’d been attending
two months, I visited Pastor Bell during office hours to make sure that I would be just as welcome in church if I began showing up with a boyfriend. I knew from experience how many religious welcomes are conditional, and that
people who are tolerant of queerness in theory do not always remain so when it becomes visible.
Christ the Servant’s welcome has not been conditional, at least not for me. When I officially joined in 2016, so many
of you told me how glad you were to have me here, and how surprised you were that I wasn’t a member already. It
made me think of all the other LGBTQ+ people and allies out there who are looking for an inclusive place of worship
but are not aware that we might be exactly what they’re looking for. If we choose to become a Reconciling in
Christ community, explicitly welcoming and affirming queer people and relationships, more might find the spiritual
home they’re seeking. And believe me, our lives and our ministry would be the better for it.
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Direct Link to Luncheon Tickets and Sale & Auction Items—

https://www.benefitbidding.com/emptybowlsdenton

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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11
9:30 am Quilters
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

18
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

25
9:30 am Quilters
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

10
9:30 am Christian Ed
11:00 am Hybrid Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

17
9:30 am Christian Ed
11:00 am Hybrid Worship

24
9:30 am Christian Ed
11:00 am Hybrid Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

31 Reformation Sunday
9:30 am Christian Ed
11:00 am Hybrid Worship

4
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

Mon

3
Food Sunday
9:30 am Christian Ed
11:00 am Hybrid Worship
1:00 pm Outreach

Sun

Wed

Thu

11:30 am—2:30 pm

26
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
9:30 am Quilters

19
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
7:00 pm Evening
Book Club

12
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
9:30 am Quilters

5
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

27
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

20
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:30 pm Worship &
Music

13
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

6
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

28
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

21
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:30 pm
Communications

14
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:00 pm Church Council

7
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:00 pm Finance

Online Sale & Auction October 8th—16th

Tickets available now thru the event

Saturday, October 16th

Empty Bowls Luncheon—Armadillo Ale Works

Tue

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

30
10:00 am CoDA

23
10:00 am—1:00 pm
EB Auction Pickup
10:00 am CoDA

16
10:00 am CoDA
11:30 am Empty Bowls

9
10:00 am CoDA

2
10:00 am CoDA

Sat

