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Empty Bowls
fills coffers
Empty Bowls, matured a bit this year and celebrated its 21st birthday at the Armadillo
Brewing Company. Realizing that other Empty Bowl events were generating greater revenues, the Empty Bowls team got to work to
find out why. After meeting with other organizers the team decided to up their game
with professional graphics, seamless web
presence and corporate sponsors. While the
change of venue started out as a practical
way to deal with social distancing, it was a
great call. The hip venue not only allowed for
great ventilation, it attracted additional interest in the event. The results were incredible. Receipts are already in record territory,
and with the coming Alternative Gifts Fair
may well double last year’s total. This is
great news for the hunger ministries of Denton. The year has seen dramatic increases in
needed assistance. The success of our Empty
Bowls team couldn’t come at a better time.
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CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984
CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Ministry Team
Pastor ............................................ John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

President .............................. Jean Schaake
Vice-President ..................... Harriet Powell
Secretary ............................. Suzanne Terry
Treasurer.....................................Lois Plato
Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Member .................................... Randy Cox

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. .. Heidi Thiele, Hannah Tarver
Synette Payne, Janna Callahan
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ........................................Lois Plato
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .........Yvonne Poppe
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee...... Beth Willoughby
Property Committee ........................... TBA
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Reconciling In Christ .........Nathan Graham
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

PREACHER FEATURE
Imperfect Saints
Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

“How do you explain whose names get read out loud?” The question
appeared on a clergy group page on Facebook. To be fair, the question was directed at whether or not she should include the name of a
former member. It seems that several members submitted the name,
but the family no longer wished to be associated with the congregation. Still the question struck me as both odd and intriguing. Logistics
aside, ought there be a standard for who is included? Need they be an
active member, baptized, or known to the congregation? The Roman
Church has strict procedures to determine who is to be venerated as a
saint, which among other things requires the performance of a documented public miracle. Are we called to judge the worthiness of the
names we submit? Indeed, how do we explain whose names are read
out loud?
The word saint is related to the verb Sanctify. To be a saint is to be set
apart in service to God. The recognized saints are noted for heroic
faith, but even they do not achieve moral perfection. Martin Luther is
highly regarded in our denomination, but he was far from perfect. Perhaps it was his imperfections that made God’s grace most visible. Luther taught that believers were at the same time saint and sinner. Our
witness is based not on our best or worst moments, but our trust in
God’s grace. For Jesus, even a faith the size of a mustard seed was
sufficient. Indeed, even in our struggles with faith, we are witnesses
of God’s grace. So perhaps the best explanation for the names we include in our worship recognition is that they have died since the last
All Saints Day and have been loved by us. I mean if we can love them,
certainly Jesus does.
Why is this important? It is because this list represents our understanding of the community of Christ. We are a collection of ordinary
people who struggle to live out our faith together. We seek not perfection, but to reflect the inclusive nature of Jesus’ love and grace. It’s
why our welcome statement is so specific, there is nothing in our identity that can separate us from the Love of Christ. The reason we are
exploring becoming a Reconciling in Christ congregation is not for us
to become “the Gay church,” but to let those who have been hurt by
the judgement of others, know that Christ’s love is also for them. We
are a church not of heroic faith, but a church where imperfect people
are nurtured to faithfulness. All Saints is not a celebration of dead heroes, but of the witness of imperfect saints, living and dead. It’s a celebration of ordinary people who struggle to live faithfully together.
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Evening Book Club
In October, we met at Lori Shelton's house to discuss Zora Neal
Hurston's collection of stories entitled Hitting a Straight Lick With a
Crooked Stick. The group seemed to enjoy reading these short stories
that chronicled Hurston’s contribution to the Harlem Renaissance.
In November, we are reading Rise the Euphrates by Carol Edgarian.
We will meet on November 16; location and discussion leader still to
be determined.
On December 21, we will meet for our annual Christmas party to
talk about the best books we've read this year. Bring treats to share
and recommendations for upcoming months!
Email if you want to be added to the evening book club email list –
coffeesnob@gmail.com. We’d love to have you join us!

Christ In Our Home Devotionals
Cindy Bellefeuille

For those of us (including myself) who are having a hard time reading small
print, we are changing the way we deliver our large print Christ In Our
Home Devotional. While the pocket sized are still available in the narthex,
large print copies will now be sent directly to those who need them. If you
use the large print format, or would like to, please notify the church office to
sign up.
Please let me know soon as I need to submit the list of names into Augsburg
Fortress before the end of November.

Thank You from Denton Community Food Center…
Thank you for your very generous third quarter contribution of $1,500. Your donations will allow us to
purchase approximately $10,710 worth of groceries for our clients. What an amazing gift! As you are
aware, each family receives about 100 pounds of groceries each visit and can return every 2 weeks.
As an all-volunteer, donation-driven organization, we are successful because of your generous support.
Thank you for continuing to trust us to meet the needs of our clients.
Tanci Paulson, DCFC Outreach coordinator

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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The Reconciling in Christ Team is a group of members (Suzanne Terry, Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson,
and Pastor John Bell) tasked by the Congregation Council to explore whether it is time for Christ The Servant to be
formally recognized as a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) church. An RIC church is one that proclaims itself to be welcoming
and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations and gender identities (LGBTQIA+ people).

The Reconciling in Christ team was formed out of concern for our LGBTQIA+ friends. We want CTS to be a
place where everyone knows they are loved and accepted by God. Many of us who haven’t fit anywhere
else have found a home here, and we want that for others.
But there is also a simple practicality to an RIC designation.
The Reconciling Works website is one of the first places many Lutheran LGBTQIA+ people and allies go
when they are looking for a new church. Their directory provides a practical, easy way to discern between
churches that merely give lip service to inclusion and churches that actively live it out. For those who are
searching for any church in the area that affirms LGBTQIA+ identities, other online directories list churches of various denominations that have done work similar to RIC.
CTS Denton is not currently on those lists.
Thankfully, that has not kept us from experiencing the blessing of LGBTQIA+ members who not only attend but also enthusiastically serve our church. I wonder, however, how much of that blessing is the result of their courage in giving us a chance rather than our faithfulness to the great commission to go and
tell the world the good news that there is a God who loves and wants them. I wonder how many blessings we’re missing out on because we are still laying the risk of rejection on people who already have reasons to be skeptical of church rather than doing the work needed to reach out to them ourselves.
If there is an online directory of churches that believe that God loves people - no exceptions - I want CTS
Denton to be on it. I want that to be our reputation. For all the world - not just the ones who happen to
stumble across our website or threshold - to see. Because I believe, and many of you can also attest,
that’s who we are.
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October Wildflowers: What Is Blooming Now
These yellow sunflowers are at peak bloom in time for fall migrating pollinators. You may have observed
these sunflowers in prior years when they reached eight feet plus in height and keeled over before blooming. This year, I gave them a mid-season haircut with electric pruners.
The "Lutheran Church" photo highlights Black-Foot (tiny white) Daisies to the left and red Flame Acanthus
to the right. The rust-brown Little Bluestem grasses at the left rear of this photo, (arching to the left over
blue Fall Asters) are a mess this year, laying every which way. They multiplied and over-thrived due to
abundant rainfall this year. They have roots three to four feet deep, unaffected by draught. Compare that
root depth to the few inches' depth of the Bermuda and Saint Augustine non-native grasses. Look for rust
-colored clumps of Little Bluestem in pastures and unmowed roadsides as you travel this fall and winter.

The wildlife photo is "Liz" the lizard which I discovered the cool morning I took down the trellis holding the
overgrown Coral Honeysucle vines. I tapped on her back, but she stayed in place until the sun sufficiently
warmed her cold-blooded body enough to move! Like most creatures, lizards are beneficial.
Enjoy the natural outdoors!
Fritz

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Bake Your Thanks
Bake Your Thanks has been a beloved tradition of Christ the Servant for
many years. We get together to bake tons of cookies to deliver to first responders in our community. Last year, we didn’t get to do this. While we’re
still not back to normal and we are still waiting to hear back about regulations from our intended recipients, the Outreach Team is happy to announce we are hosting a modified version this year. And we need your
help.
Instead of gathering to bake, we will be collecting cookies, blessing them,
and delivering them. Our hope is to deliver treats to the police and fire stations and possibly to various emergency room staff if we are able to get permission to do so. This will
take four sets of volunteers:
1. Children to decorate the boxes (if you have crafty kids who want to be a part of the project, let
us know so that we can be sure to include you in the details)
2. Bakers to make cookies at home or shoppers to purchase their favorite pre-packaged snacks
3. A team to pack boxes on Saturday, December 4 (12p-2p dropoff, 2p-4p assembly)
4. Volunteers to distribute boxes to recipients on Sunday, December 5, after church
Look for sign-up sheets in the Narthex and online soon!

Annual Congregational Meeting
The Church Council has set the Annual Congregational meeting for Sunday, December 12th at 10:00 am.
We are asking Team Leaders to start preparing your annual report and submit them to the church office
no later than November 30th.
At this meeting we will discuss and vote on the 2022 budget.
Many thanks to President Jean Schaake and Vice President Harriet Powell for serving 2 consecutive 3 year
terms on the Council.
We will vote on electing 2 people to serve on Council.
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