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Facilities Readied for Return
As Christ the Servant returns to campus following
the latest covid outbreak there are a number of
facility projects in the works. Council has contracted with Certa Pro to repaint the exteriors of both
buildings and fix rot and decay on the soffits. All
but $140 will be covered by the hail damage proceeds in our building fund. A work day on March
26th will focus on applying stain/protectant to our
wooden ramps and landings as well as the installation of LED lighting illuminating the front façade of
the sanctuary.
At the request of Council, property work days will
now be scheduled on a quarterly basis as the congregation addresses delayed maintenance needs
and works to keep the facilities in top shape in the
future.
The congregation has also received a $3,700 grant
from the NT-NL Synod’s Mission Endowment
Fund. The grant will allow upgrades to the sanctuary audio/visual equipment that will enhance our
hybrid worship experience. New wireless microphones and a remote control camera will make

our broadcasts more engaging and keep worship
accessible for those who cannot attend in person.
Existing equipment will be repurposed to improve
sound in the Fellowship Hall and make hybrid education possible for the long term.
The Council has charged the Property Team with
putting to gather a comprehensive maintenance
audit that will identify facility maintenance
and improvement projects that will need attention
in the short term. From there a finance plan
will be produced to address these needs.
HVAC, paving,
interior painting
and Fellowship Hall
upgrades are
among the projects being
considered. Input on projects
needing attention can be
directed toward the
Property team.
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CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984
CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Ministry Team
Pastor ............................................ John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

President ............................. Suzanne Terry
Vice-President ........................... Randy Cox
Secretary ................................. Otto Peters
Treasurer.....................................Lois Plato
Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Member ......................... Amanda Norvelle

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. .. Heidi Thiele, Hannah Tarver
Synette Payne, Janna Callahan
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ........................................Lois Plato
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .........Yvonne Poppe
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee...... Beth Willoughby
Property Committee ........................... TBA
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Reconciling In Christ .........Nathan Graham
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

PREACHER FEATURE
Spring Cleaning
Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

“Dust” is not usually a word that we find comforting. As a noun it is
synonymous with “dirt.” It is literally something we sneeze at, an irritant to both mind and body. Its presence is a sign of benign neglect
and unused possessions are said to, “collect dust.” The word’s reputation as a verb is not much better. Dusting, of course, is the process of
removing settled dirt from otherwise stationary objects. We brush
things off, pick them up to wipe the surface below, and them return
them right to the spot they were in. All the while, fine particulate is
released into the air where it will cause us to sneeze before settling
back upon the objects just dusted. It is mind numbing work that produces temporary results at best. Dust can be the bane of our existence. In the season of Lent, however, we are reminded that it is also
the stuff of our existence.
“Remember you are dust,” the preacher speaks, “and to dust you shall
return.” The words are humiliating. Our accomplishments and the acquired wealth in which we measure our worth is revealed to be nothing more than dust. Is that all there is to life? Are we wasting our years
just moving around piles of dust that will eventually be blown away
and forgotten? At the end of our journey we will be the same as the
invisible outcasts and misfits society holds in disdain. We are but dust.
We are dust, but the message of Lent is not one of despair. We are
dust, but we are not only dust. In the creation story Adam is formed
out of dust, but God breaths life into him. The word Lent is Latin for
Spring. As the flowers put forth new shoots and the birds build nests
and raise their broods, we are reminded of the gift of life. And of the
new life that comes in Christ. As we recognize our own hubris and failings, we also come to recognized the profound gift of God’s love and
grace. By the love of God we are given meaning and worth. What’s
more, recognizing we are all dust enables us to see the divine worth
of those that society often forgets. We develop compassion towards
the refugee, the single mom, and the homeless person addicted to
drugs. Brushing off the dirt of our pride, our contempt for others, our
sense of self importance, we begin to see the Kingdom clearly. We
are prepared to receive the gift of God’s grace in Christ, Jesus, and .
empowered to live in peace and joy. In Lent we give up the illusion of
peace that exists in the shadow of hegemony. We awaken to true
peace as is found in justice, mercy and grace. Remember that you are
dust. But also remember that God has breathed life into you and that
where God is present the kingdom flourishes.
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Book Bag Project 2022
The Evening Book Club

Great news! The evening book club is planning to donate books through our
Book Bag Project again this year. We will be collecting new or very gently used
books for young children (ages 3 and 4). Our partner in the past has been Fred
Moore Day Nursery, and we are hoping that we'll be able to work with them
again.
We hope to give each child 3-4 books each to enjoy over the summer, so be on
the lookout for the book drop-off in the narthex soon.

The Season of Lent
Ash Wednesday—Service at 7:00 pm
Wednesday Soup Suppers—March 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th and April 6th at 5:45 pm
Wednesday Evening Services—March 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th and April 6th at 7:00 pm
Palm Sunday—April 10th

Maundy Thursday Service—April 14th at 7:00 pm
Good Friday Service—April 15th at 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday Service—April 17th

Easter Lilies
It has been a couple of years since we had Easter Lilies in
the Sanctuary. They’re baaaaack!
We will have order blanks available in the Narthex, or
you can send an email request. Please make sure you include your name and who you would like to dedicate the
plant to. (Ex: In honor or memory of…)
If you are interested in purchasing a lily, they will be $20.
Please mark your payment “Easter Lily”.
The last day to order is Palm Sunday, April 10th.
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The Reconciling in Christ Team is a group of members (Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson, Nancy
Johnson, Suzanne Terry, and Pastor John Bell) tasked to explore with the congregation whether it is time
for Christ The Servant to commit to becoming a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) community. An RIC church is one
that proclaims itself to be welcoming and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations and gender identities
(LGBTQIA+ people).
As our congregation has discussed the possibility of becoming Reconciling in Christ, I’ve heard people
ask, Why? If we’re already a welcoming congregation, why do we need to take this extra step? My gut response has been, Why not?
Reflecting on these comments, I wonder: Have we (the RIC team) been making an assumption that
members of the congregation are as aware as we are of the heartbreaking experiences of LGBTQ+ people who want to worship in Christian churches? The vast majority of churches are not only unwelcoming,
they are hostile. In small groups and in worship, proclamations are routinely made that target this community as the world’s worst sinners and an existential threat to Christ’s kingdom. Scriptures are hurled
like grenades.
Some churches say that they are welcoming in order to lure LGBTQ+ people into a community that then
tries to “fix” them, or denies them full participation in the life of the church. At best, LGBTQ+ Christians
in these communities are not allowed to serve in the ways that other members are, banned from singing
in the choir or helping with Sunday school. At worst, they are encouraged to attend so-called accountability groups or bible studies that are meant to help them change their sexual orientations or gender
identities—spiritualized conversion therapy, which the medical community has determined is both harmful and ineffective.
Because they are traditionally so marginalized in the church, LGBTQ+ Christians often give up on finding a
safe, welcoming church. Many end up giving up on God.
Surely the people of Christ the Servant want to share the love of Christ with ALL who might come our
way. In order to reach a part of that ALL, people in the LGBTQ+ community, we need to have our welcome made public alongside other affirming churches. Lutheran churches that are truly welcoming become “Reconciling in Christ” and are listed on the Reconciling Works website. Other denominations
have their own designations and databases, and ecumenical groups such as Gay Church.org and Church
Clarity.org collate this information to help LGBTQ+ Christians determine if there’s a safe church community in their area where they will be truly welcomed for who they are.
Very few of those who have experienced open hostility from the church as a whole are going to visit multiple congregations in hopes of finding one with a welcoming statement on its bulletin, or visit individual
church websites to see if there’s a welcoming congregation in their area. Given Christ the Servant’s history of welcoming people from this community, making our welcome more explicit can only mean more
opportunities for ministry.
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New to Christ the Servant?
Let’s face it, becoming a part of any established community can be challenging. It is a process of figuring out social mores, community values, and
expectations of membership. This is true whether you are changing lunch
tables is middle school, starting a new job, or getting involved in a new
congregation. The pandemic has not made it any easier. If you are new to
the Christ the Servant community, help is on the way.
A newcomer orientation is scheduled for Tuesday evenings in February—
starting on the eighth. Meet others who are new to CTS and a few who
have been here awhile. Together we will discover each other’s stories as
well as how the congregation can best serve you and how you can fully
engage in congregational life. The plan is to meet in person, but if local
conditions prevent it, we have the option of meeting on Zoom. Let the
church office know if you would like to take part.

Newcomer
Orientation:
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

March 8, 15, & 22

Morning Book Club
The Morning Book Club is reading, I'll Be Seeing You A Memoir by Elizabeth Berg.

We will be meeting on March 9th at 10 AM at Sue Zubrick's. If you want to
join us give Sue or Sandy Schurter a call.
All are welcome!

Evening Book Club
In February, we met at Armadillo Ale to discuss The Personal Librarian by Marie
Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray. We enjoyed learning more about
the woman who curated J.P. Morgan's collection and her experience as a
Black woman who passed as white during that time in history.
On March 15, we are meeting at Armadillo Ale at 6:30 to discuss Small Great
Things by Jodi Picoult. Hope you can join us!
For those who like to read ahead:
March 15 – Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult
April 19 – The Peace of Wild Things: And Other Poems by Wendell Berry
May 17 – The Madness of Crowds by Louise Penny
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Suzanne Terry -- getting acquainted with Christ the Servant
The Christ the Servant church council, with the help of the CTS Writers’ Group, is working to introduce
members in new roles with the Church Council. This is an opportunity to become acquainted with Suzanne Terry, the new Council President.
1. Where have you lived before? Where was your favorite home? What brought you to Denton? What
do you appreciate about Denton?
I grew up on a farm near Childress, Texas, and my parents still live there. So when I need wide open spaces, I drive back for a visit. I came to Denton for school. I meant to major in music at UNT, but that didn’t
last long. I still got both my degrees here, and now UNT can’t get rid of me.
I love living in Denton. It’s a haven for musicians and artists of all kinds, and it’s not afraid to be weird
about it.
2. Tell about your church experiences. What brought you to Christ the Servant? Tell something about
your activities at CTS.
I grew up Southern Baptist, and most of the churches I’ve attended have been pretty fundamentalist literal interpretation of the Bible, very interested in rules and the consequences for breaking them, etc. I
came to CTS because I love liturgical worship, but the thing that set it apart for me as a new visitor was
the Equal Exchange display when I walked in (I had a friend who worked there, so I was familiar with
their values). That was all it took for me to visit a second time.
I joined the writer’s group because Betty Finden invited me the first Sunday I attended, and then I became leader soon after. I think being quickly incorporated into the life of the church was the key to keeping me here. I was (am?) fairly skittish, because many of my church experiences have not been great, but
staying involved helps. I’m a member of the Outreach, Communications, and RIC teams as well as the
evening book club and choir.
3. Please add anything (family, social activities, work, hobbies, pets, and so forth) you would like for
the people of CTS to know about you.
I have a sister and brother-in-law who live in Denton, too, so it’s nice to have them close. I work at UNT in
the assignments office of the Housing Department. I enjoy knitting, drinking tea and coffee, reading, and
having dinner with friends. I’m also a member of Spiderweb Salon, a local art collective, where I get the
opportunity to make weird art with friends.
4. What do you see as hopes, plans, and prayers for Christ the Servant during your term as President?
My hope is that we would grow closer together as a church family, whether through learning more together through Bible studies, the RIC process, and reaching out to our community or simply by getting
together socially. Of course, I’d like to see us add new members throughout the year. I also appreciate
the joint efforts of the Finance Team and Council to be more transparent about where we are each week
with our budget (check out the weekly snapshot at the bottom of the announcements). I am excited
about the year ahead!

Mon

7
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

14
9:30 am Quilters
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

21
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

28
9:30 am Quilters
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

6
Food Sunday
9:30 am Christian Ed
9:30 am Confirmation
11:00 am Worship
1:00 pm Outreach

13
9:30 am Christian Ed
9:30 am Confirmation
11:00 am Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

20
9:30 am Christian Ed
9:30 am Confirmation
11:00 am Worship

27
9:30 am Christian Ed
9:30 am Confirmation
11:00 am Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer

6:15 pm Choir Rehearsal

5:45 pm Soup Suppers

Wednesdays During Lent

Sun

29
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
9:30 am Quilters

30
5:45 pm Soup Supper
6:15 pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Holden

23
5:45 pm Soup Supper
6:15 pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Holden

16
5:45 pm Soup Supper
6:15 pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Holden
7:30 pm Worship &
Music

15 9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
9:30 am Quilters
7:00 pm Evening
Book Club
7:00 pm Newcomer
Orientation
22
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
7:00 pm Newcomer
Orientation

9
10:00 am Morning
Book Club
5:45 pm Soup Supper
6:15 pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Holden

2
6:15 pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday

Wed

8
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
7:00 pm Newcomer
Orientation

1
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

Tue

31
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

24
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

17
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:30 pm
Communications

10
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:00 pm Church
Council

3
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

Thu

25

18

11
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April 10 Palm Sunday

Holy Week

26
9:00 am Work Day
10:00 am CoDA

19
10:00 am CoDA

12
10:00 am CoDA

5
10:00 am CoDA

Sat

April 17 Easter Sunday

April 15 Good Friday Service

April 14 Maundy Thursday Service

Fri

