June 2022

The Servant’s Voice
Welcoming Others to Experience God’s Grace
The newsletter of Christ the Servant Lutheran

2 Preacher
Feature

4 CTS Book Clubs
Book Bags 2022

Confirmation 2022
Christ the Servant is celebrating its latest batch
of Confirmands. Due to pandemic related delays, the journey towards Affirming their faith
has taken four years for Andrew and Karissa.
The delay also meant that they brought a higher
level of maturity and depth to their journey of
faith. Their study of Luther’s Small Catechism
included the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles Creed,
the Sacraments and the Ten Commandments.
The process also included extensive Bible study
and discussions of modern discipleship. They are
a gift to the congregation.
The next class of confirmands is still a year or
two away, but older elementary youth are invited to begin serving as acolytes. They may meet
with the pastor at any time for individual training. A formal training session is planned for the
Fall.
The Summer schedule begins June 5th and Service will begin at 10:00 AM. Sunday School is out
for the summer, but watch for special events
between now and Labor Day.
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CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984
CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

PREACHER FEATURE
The Virtual Congregation
Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

Ministry Team
Pastor ...........................................John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

President ............................. Suzanne Terry
Vice-President ........................... Randy Cox
Secretary ................................. Otto Peters
Treasurer.....................................Lois Plato
Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Member ......................... Amanda Norvelle

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. .. Heidi Thiele, Hannah Tarver
Synette Payne, Janna Callahan
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ........................................Lois Plato
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .......................... TBA
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee...... Beth Willoughby
Property Committee ........................... TBA
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Reconciling In Christ .........Nathan Graham
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

As a child, I could identify the occupants of every house within a half
mile of my home. At some time or another, I had been inside all but a
few. At the same time, there could be long lapses between visits of
out-of-state friends and family. Today, I could not tell you the names
of neighbors two doors down, but I can touch base with college buddies almost daily through Facebook. Social circles have changed in the
last fifty years. Congregations are changing as well. The pandemic
forced open the door to a virtual church.
Unlike the polished and impersonal productions of popular televangelists, Zoom brought organic, real-time worship with people we knew.
Virtual worship lacks much of the intimacy of in person gatherings,
hugs, handshakes and small talk over carbohydrates and caffeine. And
online communities can lack accountability when people totally control what others can see. Yet, a virtual presence brings undeniable
benefits to congregational life. Congregational leaders are able to attend meetings when out of town. Homebound members can participate in Sunday School and Bible study without having to leave home.
And families do not have to miss worship on days they cannot locate
to 2 year-old’s left shoe.
Despite the convenience, the church is not likely to be replaced by a
virtual new world. But a hybrid community presence is here to stay.
This new reality raises questions that deserve thoughtful consideration. What are the implications of maintaining congregational membership after moving out of the area? How can we engage longdistance members in community and discipleship? What does pastoral
care look like in a community that is not bound by geography? As exciting as these new options are, consider how changing habits can impact faith.

It’s great that technology has given new options for participation. But
just because we can worship in our pajamas, it doesn’t mean we always should. The paramount question is what will lead us to be most
engaged in our life of faith. Worshipping online is more engaging than
not worshipping at all—but it pales in comparison to singing shoulder
to shoulder in the sanctuary. Enjoy the new possibilities of a virtual
congregation. But think about the practices that will lead you to fully
engage your faith. Embrace the opportunities to gather in person to
worship and serve.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Book Club News
Book Bag Project 2022
The Evening Book Club

The evening book club is planning to donate books through our Book Bag Project again this year. We will be collecting new or very gently used books for
young children (ages 3 and 4). We have about 167 books collected so far.
Thank you for your generosity. Keep them coming!

Due to conflicting schedules, we will be delivering them to the students at
Gonzalez in early September. So if you want to be a part of sewing the bags or
haven't gotten the books in yet that you want to donate, there's still time. We
will keep you updated with dates and deadlines.

Morning Book Club
We will be reading a nonfiction book for June. The Third Pole: Mystery, Obsession and Death on Mount Everest by Mark Synnott. The group will meet
at Joyce Rademacher's on June 8th at 10:00.

You are welcome to join us.
Sandy Schurter

Evening Book Club
In May, we met at Harvest House to discuss Louise Penny's The Madness of
Crowds. We enjoyed talking about our favorite (and not so favorite) parts of
the latest installment of this series that centered on responses to the pandemic and the questionable lengths some might suggest to control future
outbreaks.
In June, we are meeting at Joan Lindsey's home to discuss A Thousand Ships
by Natalie Haynes. We'd love to have you join us!
For those who like to read ahead:
June 21 – A Thousand Ships by Natalie Haynes
July 19 – Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI
by David Grann
August 16 – The Final Girl Support Group by Grady Hendrix
September 20 – The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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The Reconciling in Christ Team is a group of members (Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson, Nancy Johnson, Suzanne
Terry, and Pastor John Bell) tasked to explore with the congregation whether it is time for Christ The Servant to commit to becoming a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) community. An RIC church is one that proclaims itself to be welcoming and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations and gender identities (LGBTQIA+ people).

Personal Experience
By Nancy Johnson

I have been a member of CTS since 1985. I enjoy belonging to a small church and getting to know all the people in the congregation. Although we are a small church many members are active in the community. We encourage college students to participate in worship and volunteer activities. We have gained and lost members over the years. I would like to see our congregation grow.
I was asked to sign a petition to ban gay and lesbian clergy in the early 2000’s. I respectfully declined and explained the reason was my brother, after receiving a Masters in Divinity in 1977, was denied ordination. He
was denied because the LCA found out he was gay. Times have changed but the disappointment has never
gone away.
My brother drove tour buses and everyone loved him. Tours requested him. Even though he was never ordained he used his gift to help people. He turned to the Catholic Church instead. Before he passed, he was
about to become a deacon, which he truly deserved. My family always supported him. I knew that God had
other plans for him.
I have other family members who are LGBTQIA+ who believe in God’s welcoming arms. My parents taught
me to accept people for who they are, not what we think they should be. We welcomed many foster children
into our home, most are still family. We are all God’s children. Our Christian celebration of communion began
while Jesus celebrated Passover with his followers. In the body and blood of Jesus we are united as one. Exclusion is never our Lord’s intent. May our greeting of newcomers always be open and genuine. Everyone is
welcome here including people of any race. We are all humans and deserve to worship God without ridicule.
Our congregation has welcomed people from many walks of life. Being designated as RIC only lets people
know they can worship here and no one will turn them away because of gender identity or racial bias.

Kaffee Klatsch – New Study
May 31st begins a different form of Bible study instead of the weekly Gospel lesson for the following Sunday.
We will be using the Best Seller: The Women of the Bible Speak: The Wisdom of 16 Women and Their Lessons
for Today by Shannon Bream 2017 Hardcover $14.95. You can also get an ebook from Amazon for 11.98 or 99.
Initially we will do 1 chapter over a two-week period since each chapter takes two women and their sometimes intertwined stories to explore how they might speak to us today ... So, May 31st will be Sarah and June
7th will be Hagar. There are questions to guide our discussions following each chapter but they seem to be
split between the women of that chapter. The assignment for May 31st is to read the portion of Chapter
One about Sarah and review the initial questions of the chapter.

We welcome anyone who wants to join in as we start this new approach to our Bible studies. Kaffee
Klatsch meets every Tuesday morning at Panera Bread 9:00 am.
Carolyn Kacena

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Reaching Out:
Empty Bowls of Denton is now seeking business sponsors for the 2022 Empty
Bowls Luncheon in October. If you have or know of a business that might be
interested in partnering with us to address hunger needs in Denton, please
contact Lori Shelton.

Fair Trade Update – Refreshing Summer Drinks
Our coffee and tea sales are still in full swing! A hot, cozy beverage isn't what most people typically crave
during the summertime, so I wanted to give you some ideas for refreshing cold drinks you can make with
the Equal Exchange products we have.
Cold Brew – For those who like iced coffee, cold brew is the way to go. This method extracts great
flavor for a smooth, tasty treat. You can buy a special contraption to make it, but I usually just use
a plain glass jar or my French press. I use enough coffee beans to get just under one cup of groups
for each quart of water. Grind the beans for only a few seconds to get a coarse grind and pour the
grounds into the container. Then fill up the container with water. You can let it steep on the counter or in the fridge for about 12 hours. Then strain the coffee through a flour sack or cheesecloth
or just depress the wire strainer on the French press to filter it, and store in a fresh container in
the fridge for up to a week (if it lasts that long).
Sun Tea – This is one of my favorite things about summer. You simply add tea bags to a gallon glass
container, place it direct sunlight for 3-5 hours, and you have the perfect brew for iced tea. Two
tea bags per quart (i.e., eight per gallon) is the standard suggestion, but you can adjust to your
own taste. A blend of half black tea and half herbal - such as the peppermint or hibiscus ones we
have on display – is my favorite.
I hope you enjoy trying these out. Have a great summer!

Meal Prayer Sung at Some Events
By Cindy Bellefeuille

I have been approached more than once in the past, most recently at the Easter breakfast, about the
words to the hymn we sometimes sing before a meal. I kept forgetting to write down the lyrics and
give to those who have asked me. So I thought I would share them in this newsletter.
As a pastor’s granddaughter, I grew up singing this song before special famiy meals.
It is the same music as Doxology or Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow:
Be Present at Our Table, Lord
Be Present at our table, Lord
Be here and everywhere adored
These mercies bless and grant that we
May Strengthen for thy service be Amen

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Council Highlights—May 12, 2022
Christ the Servant’s Council includes Pastor Bell and six elected members on rotating three-year terms.
Terms ending in 2022 are Lois Plato (Treasurer) and Suzanne Terry (President), Terms ending in 2023 are
Janna Callahan and Randy Cox (Vice-President), terms ending in 2024 are Amanda Norvelle and Otto Peters (Secretary). Meetings are generally held on Zoom, the second Thursday of each month at 7 PM. Members are welcome to attend, except for matters concerning personnel or other matters involving confidentiality.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Pastor Bell presented the Treasurer’s report for Lois. The month of April started with a deficit of $2,191.61 and ended with an
excess of $421.37. April was an incredibly good month. Council is hopeful that this trend will continue. There are 5 Sundays in
May.

PASTOR”S REPORT
•

Pastor stated that the church needs to look at post pandemic procedures. He met with several other pastors in the community yesterday. They discussed the shape of the church with hybrid services.

•

Pastor announced that Amanda and Josh will be moving to College Station in the fall so Amanda can attend graduate
school. They would like to continue their participation at Christ the Servant similarly to Karen Dreger who leads the Monday evening Bible study via Zoom.

•

Worship & Music has planned Creation and Creativity Sunday on June 12th. Pastor Bell would like to have a conversation
about hosting events for artistic talents. These events would be great for congregational fellowship as well as community
wide outreach.

•

Pastor Bell will be confirming Andrew Cox and Karissa Thiele Sunday, May 29th .

TEAM REPORTS
Communications Team – Communications will be working to install the new technology. Pastor suggested that we need a new
pictorial directory possibly in the fall. Janna is willing to help take new pictures. Janna asked about posting children’s pictures
on either the website or Facebook. It was mentioned that we do have a photo opt out form. Notification should be made to
parents, so they are aware of posting photos.
Reconciling in Christ Team – Suzanne has stepped down from RIC at least until she finishes her term on Council. Pastor mentioned a congregational survey that may come up in the fall.
Outreach – The Outreach Team will be taking a hiatus for the summer. Beth has been working with Cumberland again. They
are taking precautions of the number of folks who come to help but are pleased that CTS is back. The Book Club will continue
to collect books through the summer and present them to Gonzalez School in the fall.

BUSINESS
Worship Update – There was great attendance Easter Sunday. Quite a few folks were in church. The summer schedule will
begin June 5th. Dennis’ Adult Forum will end May 29th . Rosa has been waiting for her visa to come through. She will definitely
be back in the fall with her student visa. Creation Sunday, Pastor Celene will play a song written by herself.
Hybrid Technology and Virtual Membership – Pastor Bell shared with Council an addendum he wrote for the grant CTS received from MEF. CTS received too much money for microphones and a new camera. Pastor’s addendum is requesting those
additional funds to be used for a 360 camera and other equipment for classrooms and meetings. Pastor is moving forward to
order the equipment that was originally approved by MEF. Pastor asked what hybrid services would look like with an engaging
community. Council feels that hybrid services should continue. A suggestion would be to stay connected with folks who worship by hybrid only.

Tue

6
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

13
9:30 am Quilters
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

20
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

27
9:30 am Quilters
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

12 Trinity Sunday
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Creation &
Creativity Fellowship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

19 Happy Father’s Day!!!
10:00 am Worship

26
10:00 am Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

28
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

21
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
7:00 pm Evening
Book Club

14
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

7
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

Join us in the fellowship Hall for Creation and
Creativity Sunday. See the wonderful works of
those within our church family.

Sunday, June 12th following the worship service

Mon

5 Food Sunday
Pentecost Sunday
10:00 am Worship

Sun

29

22

15
7:00 pm Worship &
Music

8
10:00 am Morning
Book Club

1
6:00 pm Choir
Potluck
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

Wed

30
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

23
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

16
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:30 pm
Communications

9
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:00 pm Church
Council

2
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

Thu

24

17

10

3

Fri

25
10:00 am CoDA

18
10:00 am CoDA

11
10:00 am CoDA

4
10:00 am CoDA

Sat

