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Good News

CTS Upgrades Broadcasting Technologies
If you have been worshipping from home over the
last few weeks, you may have noticed some improvement in our Zoom Feed. Thanks to a generous
grant from the NTNL Mission Endowment Fund,
major upgrades are in process. In this first phase,
we have added a remote control camera with a 20x
optical zoom. This allows us to give a much better
view of what is happening anywhere in the sanctuary. Its simple remote control operation is programed with presets to allow operation from anywhere in the sanctuary.
Sound upgrades are also in the works, but have
been delayed due to supply chain issues. New wireless microphones should be in place by the end of
the Summer.
We are waiting on approval from the Mission Endowment Fund to implement a second phase that
will set up a teleconference room for team meetings, Sunday school, and other events. The room
will allow the congregation to host on-site events
that can also be attended remotely.

One of the few benefits of the pandemic has been
speeding up our adoption of new technologies.
Zoom has allowed us to reach out to people who
are not able to attend in person. Travelers, families
with size 3T wardrobe malfunctions and those with
mobility issues are now able to attend virtually. The
new technologies also allow us to reach out to people in other regions and can provide a safe way to
discover our community without the anxiety of a
physical visit.



2

CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984
CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

PREACHER FEATURE
The View from Below
Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

Ministry Team
Pastor ...........................................John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

President ............................. Suzanne Terry
Vice-President ........................... Randy Cox
Secretary ................................. Otto Peters
Treasurer.....................................Lois Plato
Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Member ......................... Amanda Norvelle

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. .. Heidi Thiele, Hannah Tarver
Synette Payne, Janna Callahan
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ........................................Lois Plato
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .......................... TBA
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee...... Beth Willoughby
Property Committee ........................... TBA
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Reconciling In Christ .........Nathan Graham
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

Earlier this week, a young gunman opened fire on an Independence
Day parade in Highland Park, Illinois, killing seven people and injuring
thirty more. Normally, such horrific news moves me to empathy for
victims and their families, anger and righteous indignation towards
those who value gun rights over public safety. This week’s news, on
the heels of Buffalo and Uvalde, was met with almost nihilistic indifference. “Oh well,” I thought, “here we go again.” Upon reflection, this
moral malaise scares me more than the person who is buying guns
and ammo for the next mass shooting. Is my malaise empowering the
repressive status quo? I cannot be the only one whose capacity for
compassion is at the point of exhaustion. The repeal of Roe, the revelations of the January 6th Commission, and the rise of bigoted violence against Muslims, people of color and LGBTQIA+ communities is
all too much. But the loss of the ability to show compassion and grace
is terrifying.
The power of Christianity is not found in the ability to impose our personal values on others. Rather it is in our ability to recognize the image of God in others. Compassion, grace and love of neighbor is the
highest Christian calling. Jailed for his part in a conspiracy to thwart
the Third Reich, Dietrich Bonhoeffer reflected in a letter to his coconspirators:
“We have for once learnt to see the great events of world history from
below, from the perspective of the outcast, the suspects, the maltreated, the powerless, the oppressed, the reviled—in short, from the perspective of those who suffer.” [Letters and Papers from Prison, p. 17}

This view from below is what enables the fullest expression of our
faithfulness and renews our understanding of justice, humanity and
grace. Now is not the time for complacency and indifference. Now is
the time to be the living presence of Christ in the world. The God who
suffered and died to set us free, despite our own failings, empowered
us to exercise this same freeing grace. The imperative to stand with
the oppressed and the marginalized is as important now as it has ever
been. We cannot be the church that sides with the hegemony of a
populist empire. We are called to be the expression of God’s hope and
grace in the world.
My place in the world has always been one of relative privilege. My
sense of justice, however, is better served by the view from below.
What is right for women, for people of color and for LGBTQIA+ people
is more important than what is comfortable for me. The expression of
God’s compassion and grace, in us, is the source of our hope in a broken world.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Book Club News
Book Bag Project 2022
The Evening Book Club

Our first sewing workday was super successful. On Wednesday,
June 29, the team managed to get all the bags sewn and ready
for books! Thank you to all who came, and a special shout-out
from the group to Sandy Schurter for helping to organize and
equip the group. There will be another date in August to fill the
bags with books.
We are still collecting new or very gently used books for young
children (ages 3 and 4) in the basket by the front door. We're excited to see our stack steadily growing.
Thank you for your generosity, and keep them coming!

Morning Book Club
The book for July is White Lilacs by Carolyn Meyer. We will meet at Sandy
Schurter at 10AM on Wednesday the 20th. After the book discussion we
are going on a field trip to the Clark house and Shelby Bayless house by
the courthouse on Carroll Blvd.
If you want to join us give me a call.
Sandy Schurter

Evening Book Club
In June, we met at Joan Lindsey's home to discuss A Thousand Ships by Natalie
Haynes, a retelling of Homer's epic stories from the perspective of the women
in them. We discussed which characters we liked or related to the most, but
the general consensus is that Agamemnon is the worst!
In July, we are meeting at Lois Plato's house to discuss Killers of the Flower
Moon by David Grann.
We'd love to have you join us!
For those who like to read ahead:
July 19 – Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI
by David Grann
August 16 – The Final Girl Support Group by Grady Hendrix
September 20 – The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
October 18 – Beautiful Country by Qian Julie Wang

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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The Reconciling in Christ Team is a group of members (Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson, Nancy Johnson, Suzanne
Terry, and Pastor John Bell) tasked to explore with the congregation whether it is time for Christ The Servant to commit to becoming a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) community. An RIC church is one that proclaims itself to be welcoming and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations and gender identities (LGBTQIA+ people).

In Need of Good News
by Nathan Graham
I came out in 2013, the same year I joined Christ the Servant, and only two years later the Supreme Court
ruled in Obergefell-Hodges to uphold marriage equality as a civil right in all 50 states. You could, and still
can, legally be fired for being gay in Texas, but on the whole, it felt like society was becoming a safer
place for people like me. In my privilege, I even considered the furor over my trans friends' right to use
the restroom—and thus exist in public spaces—just the next hurdle in the race towards equality, easily
overcome because of the momentum that we had built up.
That's not the case today.
Unless you are deeply entrenched in the queer community, and especially the online queer community,
it may be difficult to appreciate how scary the world is becoming for LGBTQ+ people. Target is selling
Pride merch, yes, but the community is the target of a rhetorical, political, and legal campaign that is
amassing strength.
Justice Clarence Thomas, in his concurring opinion on the Supreme Court's Dobbs decision overturning
Roe v. Wade, indicated that not only Obergefell but also Lawrence, which protects those engaging in
non procreative sex from anti-sodomy laws, are due for review. Transgender people, especially trans
teens and kids, are already seeing their rights to privacy and bodily autonomy eroded in many states. A
van of armed white nationalists attempted to attack a Pride celebration in Idaho. There's been a concerted effort on social media to brand The Trevor Project, a suicide hotline for LGBTQ+ youth, a
"grooming organization."
We are inundated with bad news, to the point that even the tiniest bit of good news (gospel) feels like a
relief. The church publicly standing with the LGBTQ+ community at this time would not solve our problems, but it would be another tiny bit of good news, and we need that desperately.
If the cultural tide does not turn soon, it may become increasingly risky to affirm God's image in our
LGBTQIA+ siblings. But that's where the gospel should and does operate, not where it is easy, not
among those who already have hope, not where needs are already being fulfilled.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Reaching Out:
Empty Bowls of Denton is now seeking business sponsors for the 2022 Empty
Bowls Luncheon in October. If you have or know of a business that might be
interested in partnering with us to address hunger needs in Denton, please
contact Lori Shelton.

SEW CARING

Christ the Servant volunteers got busy with needle
and thread in June, supporting two of our outreach initiatives.
• In the top pictures, volunteers assisted the
LWR Quilt ministry in tying around 100 quilts to
be sent to people in need around the globe.
• The bottom photo shows volunteers assembling book bags for preschoolers at the Gonzales School for Young Children.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Council Highlights—June 9, 2022
Christ the Servant’s Council includes Pastor Bell and six elected members on rotating three-year terms. Terms ending in 2022
are Lois Plato (Treasurer) and Suzanne Terry (President), Terms ending in 2023 are Janna Callahan and Randy Cox (VicePresident), terms ending in 2024 are Amanda Norvelle and Otto Peters (Secretary). Meetings are generally held on Zoom, the
second Thursday of each month at 7 PM. Members are welcome to attend, except for matters concerning personnel or other
matters involving confidentiality.

TREASURER’S REPORT
The month of May had 5 Sundays. However the offerings fell short of expenses by $1,423.77. This brings a yearto-date shortfall to $1,002.40. Council discussed that the data being published is not very visible on the weekly
announcement sheet. Council proposed to instead do a bar graph similar to what is posted in the newsletters.
This will begin with the June 19th bulletin. It will remain in the same location as the current data is today.

PASTOR’S REPORT
Pastor Bell is excited about Creation and Creativity day this Sunday. Randy thanked Pastor Bell for his Confirmation teachings. Andrew took his learnings to leadership camp and his knowledge of the bible impressed his
leaders. Lois also appreciated Pastor Bell’s sermon that day as he was preaching to the Confirmands. Both
Confirmands expressed an interest to continue meeting periodically with Pastor.

TEAM REPORTS
Communications Team – The team has received the new camera and will be installing it soon. The microphones have been ordered and will ship when they come back in stock. Pastor is waiting for MEF to approve
the additional funds that CTS received so he can order the additional equipment. Karen Dreger is grateful that
Zoom meetings are continuing as she still leads the Monday evening Bible study from Georgia.
RIC Team – The RIC Team is having problems with Survey Monkey. They can only see the first ten or so entries
of their survey. Pastor Bell looked into paying a premium fee just for the duration of the survey. However, it is
billed annually for $300 and would not be feasible. They are meeting on Sunday to discuss the situation. Several people commented on the RIC web page. They found it informative.
Worship & Music Team – Summer worship is going well. The choir will be taking a summer break following
this Sunday’s service. Everybody enjoyed Kitty playing the organ 2 weeks ago. Kitty indicated that she would
be willing to play on occasion. She was the organist at Faith in Flower Mound for 30 years. There was an issue
with the oil lamps leaking. Lori discovered a problem with the wicks and has fixed them. Worship leaders will
be needed in the fall, especially ushers. Pastor is planning to utilize some of the children as acolytes.

BUSINESS
Memorials/Special Funds - Carol Copeland has agreed to remain on the Memorials Team. Two Memorial
Funds: Carolyn Smith with $25; and Dedicated Memorial Boyer $780.30 have been dormant for a long time.
These funds should be moved to Memorial Funds - Undedicated Project Fund per Bylaws B15.03. The funds
dedicated to Herb Schaake will be moved to Piano/Organ Fund for maintaining the organ. Jean will send an
email in writing. Lois spoke with Andy about the Garage Sale monies $80.90. Andy will send an email designating those funds to the Undedicated Project Fund. The Hymnal Funds of 68.17 can be moved to the Undedicated Project Fund also.
Other - The Parking Lot – Lois brought up the parking lot. Minimally it needs striping but it is also in need of
repairs. Otto will work on getting bids to repair and stripe the parking lot. Randy suggested getting a couple
of different levels of quotes. There is also a need for a couple of handicap spaces closer to the building either
across from the front door or the northwest corner of the fellowship hall. Once bids are ready, then the finance team will get together and discuss funding this project.
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