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Omicron Delays Return to Normal
As the Omicron Variant spreads like wildfire
throughout the country, churches nationwide are
returning to online worship options. Though Texas
has faired better than much of the nation so far,
rates of infection are quickly rising. The Covid Risk
Assessment for Denton County has risen from
“medium” just a few weeks ago to its highest level,
“severe.” In keeping with the congregation’s crisis
plan, Christ the Servant will return to online only
worship for as long as the county remains in the Severe Risk category.
The people of Christ the Servant have been responsible in their practices throughout the pandemic.
High vaccination rates and mask compliance has left
the congregation mostly unscathed by the disease.
Omicron is much more contagious and cases are hitting closer to home. Congregational leaders continue to have faith in the judgement of our members,
but do not wish to add to the stress being placed on
local hospitals. Rising patient loads, staff resignations and sick hospital workers are stretching the
ability of medical facilities to keep up.

This latest moratorium on in-person worship is not
expected to last long. The church office will remain
open and the congregation’s small groups and ministry teams can meet online or in-person at their
own discretion. Hybrid worship will return as soon
as the county returns to a risk level of Very High or
lower.
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CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984
CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Ministry Team
Pastor ............................................ John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Member .................................... Randy Cox
Member ......................... Amanda Norvelle
Member .................................. Otto Peters
Member ......................................Lois Plato
Member .............................. Suzanne Terry

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. .. Heidi Thiele, Hannah Tarver
Synette Payne, Janna Callahan
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ........................................Lois Plato
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .........Yvonne Poppe
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee...... Beth Willoughby
Property Committee ........................... TBA
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Reconciling In Christ .........Nathan Graham
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

PREACHER FEATURE
Adjusting, Again!
Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

It’s entirely my fault that the newsletter is late this month. In my defense, however, I had to completely rewrite this article. My original
article, written at the end of December, was all about the exciting
year ahead as we returned to normal and the opportunities that
abound in this growing community. Then came Omicron. Suddenly
the discussion switched from the metrics that would decide when
masking would be optional to the metrics that decided when it was
time to return to online only worship. Again, we are scrambling to adjust to a new reality.
The bad news is that the current wave of infection shows no sign of
abating. As I write, I am receiving word that the whole state of Texas
is now in the Severe Risk category. Experts don’t expect it to peak until the end of January. The good news is we are not where we were in
March of 2020, when all this began. Vaccines are making it possible for
some small groups to meet in person. Our media technology is also
greatly improved. Now we are able to have a small group present to
lead worship rather than relying on pre-recorded music for liturgy and
hymns. The experience we have gained helps us to move forward in
confidence as we adjust to a changing world. Our Crisis Management
team will continue to evaluate risk and get us back to hybrid worship
as soon as possible.
We still have great opportunities for ministry. Inviting friends and
neighbors to join us on Zoom for worship, Sunday School, or small
group gathering can be less intimidating for newcomers. Time spent
in isolation can be a great time to connect with others by phone. Get
to know a newcomer or check in on the older person who lives alone.
We do not have to be in the same location to live as a community.
As we begin gathering again in Lent, I’d like to gather together to explore the themes of each season and invites small groups of artists,
poets, quilters, and woodworkers to work together to creatively express those themes to the worshipping congregation.
In the coming month I will be looking at the options for gathering
newcomers for orientation and welcome into membership.
Life has a way of shifting, just when we think we have it all figured
out. But in every season there are opportunities for peace and joy. I
am still excited to meet the year to come. Join me in finding God’s
grace in every circumstance and we can embrace our future ministry
together.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Souper Bowl of Caring for 2022
In 2021, Empty Bowls of Denton raised $18,000 for Our Daily
Bread Together with Monsignor King Outreach Center and Denton Community Food Center. Our expenses
to put on this event were approximately $2,300 this year. We had a few outside sponsors in addition to the
generous support of Christ The Servant Lutheran Church.

We can’t do this without your help! Our Souper Bowl of Caring Event will follow last year’s plan to keep
everyone safe in the time of the pandemic. Donations will support the Empty Bowls Operational Funds.
We will accept pre-orders for soup with a deadline of Friday, January 28, 2022. Soup will be packaged in
quart sized quantities (32oz.) for donations to Empty Bowls Operational Funds. Soup will be cold at pick up
and can be reheated at home at your convenience.
Dates to Remember:
Now – Friday, January 28, 2022 - Deadline to send us your soup pre-order. Email or call Lori Shelton
at lorishelton2006@yahoo.com (940-368-3564) with the kind of soup you would like, and the number of
quarts of each.

Sunday, February 6, 2022 – Pick up your soup order at Christ The Servant between 1:30 3pm. This will be a grab and go where you can leave a donation at the time of pick up. We
will have our pick-up location at the porte-cochere at CTS for a drive through pick-up.
Soup choices this year (Please specify kind and quantity when making pre-orders.)
Creamy Tomato (vegetarian, not vegan)
Three Sisters Chili (vegan)
Chicken Noodle
Minestrone (Italian Sausage based) – get your orders in quick for this
one, only 8 - 32oz. containers available
German Style Vegetable Sauerkraut, Potato, and Carrot Soup - get your
orders in quick for this one also, only 4 - 32oz. containers available

Thank you all for the support you have given us throughout the years!
The Empty Bowls Committee
Heidi, Lori, Lois, Synette, Harriet, Nancy, Anna

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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The Reconciling in Christ Team is a group of members (Suzanne Terry, Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson,
and Pastor John Bell) tasked by the Congregation Council to explore whether it is time for Christ The Servant to be
formally recognized as a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) church. An RIC church is one that proclaims itself to be welcoming
and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations and gender identities (LGBTQIA+ people).

Let’s Get Uncomfortable
by Nathan Graham

Christmas, the media tells us, is all about comfort: comfort food, the comfort of
family, of the glow of firelight, of security inside our homes as weather may worsen
outside. Ads will play lip service to ideas of hospitality and generosity, but in practice what they celebrate is bounty, wealth, purchasing power.
It’s a reminder that the semi-secular holiday that’s grown up around December 25
has little to do with God’s breaking into our world in the form of Jesus. The birth
narratives found in the gospels of Matthew and Luke are far from comfortable for
the people that inhabit them; they are full of long and treacherous journeys, scary
responsibilities, great risks, and the oppressive spectre of Empire. And they challenge the reader who enjoys the status quo. To quote the Magnificat, Mary’s song
of praise in Luke 1:
52 [God] has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
This is a radical passage, coming from one of the story’s major characters, Jesus’s
own mother. The hungry, the poor and lowly remain an indictment to the social order that claims a Christmas with a Christ who is merely symbolic, and not alive and
at work in our world, calling us to the same work.

Each year the
church does
not commit to
the full I
nclusion and
celebration of
LGBTQ+ people
in whom God’s
image resides is
another
Christmas
when many are
left believing
there is no
place for them
in our inn.

There are many ways to be poor, to be hungry, and to be lowly. I have been thinking lately of our LGBTQ+
siblings in Christ who are spiritually left out in the cold, who so often come into God’s house to be filled
with truth and love, only to be told, “No, this food is not for you.” Each year the church does not commit
to the full inclusion and celebration of LGBTQ+ people in whom God’s image resides is another Christmas
when many are left believing there is no place for them in our inn.
The celebration of Jesus’s birth is not a time to get comfortable, to avoid challenges. As we continue to
celebrate the season of Christmas on the church calendar, heading into Epiphany and then ordinary time,
let us allow ourselves to be made uncomfortable by God’s dream for this world, and what it may require
of us. I can’t think of a better way to follow in the footsteps of Mary and Joseph and many other saints
who came before us.
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Getting to Know Our Newest Council Members
We have two new church council members beginning their terms. Our Writer’s Group interviewed them
to help get to know them.

Amanda Norvelle
First came to CTS in Spring 2019
What brought you to Denton:
My husband, Josh, was finishing up his degree in
communication design from UNT. I moved to Denton to be with him, and we stayed because Denton is a great place.
Things you have enjoyed doing as part of the CTS
community:
I really enjoyed participating in Empty Bowls and
the garden project at Cumberland Presbyterian
Children’s Home in 2019.

Amanda Norvelle with
her husband Josh.

Things you enjoy outside the congregation:
I love to read! I am in a small book club with my best friends. I’m also looking forward to the CTS book
club; Josh and I attended our first meeting in December. I love book clubs because you often get to read
things that you wouldn’t have picked out yourself.
Family details you wish to share:
Josh and I have a lab named ZuZu (named after a character in one of my favorite movies) and a cat
named Wendy. We’re both from Burleson, Texas and have lots of extended family nearby.
Challenges and opportunities you see facing CTS in the near future:
I am looking forward to the RIC journey that we are taking. I think becoming an RIC parish would be a
great way to back up our welcome statement. I love the welcome statement; it was what drew us to this
church in the first place.
Dreams you have for CTS in the years ahead:
I hope that we continue to be a welcoming congregation and that we become known in our community
for being so welcoming. When we were looking for a church, Josh and I were delighted and encouraged
by the warm welcome we received at CTS. I’d also like to see a small increase in membership. I feel confident that if we can get new people in the doors they’ll want to stay.

Otto Peters
First came to CTS in October 2019
What brought you to Denton:
Moved from Maryland to be closer to family and especially grandchildren. Looked for a Lutheran Church
that met my ethos and priorities.
Continued on page 7

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Otto Peters, continued from page 6

Things you have enjoyed doing as part of the CTS community:
Only being with CTS for two years, I have only participated in adult Sunday school and getting to know
what CTS is and wants to be. I learned early on that CTS was a very community oriented and inviting
congregation.
Things you enjoy outside the congregation:
I look forward to becoming involved with Church activities within the community.
Family details you wish to share:
I was married to my wife Cheryl for 53 wonderful years prior to her death in 2019. We raised two boys,
Erich and Bryan, who both moved to Texas after college. I unfortunately lost Bryan this past year. Both
he and Cheryl succumbed to pancreatic cancer. I have two granddaughters, Emily and Gracie, that live
in Fort Worth.

Challenges and opportunities you see facing CTS in the near future:
It seems CTS is not unlike churches where I had been attending and heavily involved on church councils . Membership growth, an aging congregation and financial strains seem to be those common
themes as well as RIC issues and decisions. I believe that the CTS leadership and congregation will continue to accept and overcome the challenges in front of us.
Dreams you have for CTS in the years ahead:
I dream that our church will become an even greater source of involvement throughout the community. We must continue to help and surround ourselves with those in need.

Morning Book Club
The Morning Book Club is reading "Passing" by Nella Larson. We will be meeting
at Sandy Schurter on Wednesday the 12 th at 10 AM. The plan is to watch
the Netflix movie version of the book. Call Sandy if you would like to join us
for viewing and sharing. 940-465-9712

Evening Book Club
Happy new year from the evening book club! In December, we met a week
earlier than usual so that as many people could make it as possible before holiday travel began. We enjoyed meeting at Armadillo Ale Works to discuss our
favorite books we read in 2021 and put together our selections for 2022. We
are very excited to dive into our upcoming reads!
We will be meeting at Armadillo Ale in January, too. We will be discussing
Louise Erdrich's The Night Watchman. Our meeting date and time is January 18
at 6:30. Hope you can join us!
For those who like to read ahead:
January 18 – The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich
February 15 – The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray
March 15 – Small Great Things by Jodi Piccoult
April 19 – The Peace of Wild Things: And Other Poems by Wendell Berry

Food Sunday

Church Office
Closed for New
Year’s Day
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