Funeral for
Bonnie Grubb Bell
Thursday August 18, 2022 – 1:00 p.m.
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church, ELCA

PRELUDE:
“When Thou Art Near”
“Pastorale”
“Then Shall the Righteous Shine Forth” from Elijah
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

Bach-Schreiner
Wesley
Mendelssohn-Kendall
Englert

GATHERING
The ministers gather at the entrance to the church. The assembly stands and faces them.

Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world.
We are gathered to worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen,
to remember before God our sister Bonnie ,
to give thanks for her life, to commend her to our merciful redeemer,
and to comfort one another in our grief.
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
The presiding minister may lead this acclamation.

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth,
who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you.
We glorify you.
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who
rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you.
We praise you.
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure
confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you.
We worship you.
To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever.
Amen.
A procession may form and enter, the ministers leading. A hymn, psalm, or anthem may be sung.

2

Processional Hymn: Borning Cry
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The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister prays the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God of grace and glory,
we remember before you today our sister Bonnie.
We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn.
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ,
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call,
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SHARED MEMORIES
READINGS
The assembly is seated. Two or three scripture readings are proclaimed.

ROMANS 8:31-35, 37-39
The reading may be announced:

A reading from Romans.
31What

then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God
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who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Psalm 107: 1-9
The psalm shall be sung responsively.
1Give

thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good,
for God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
2Let the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe,
3gathering

them in | from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south.
4Some wandered in | desert wastes;
they found no path to a city where | they might dwell.
5They

were hun- | gry and thirsty;
their spirits lan- | guished within them.
6Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD,
and you delivered them from | their distress.
7You

led them | on a straight path
to go to a city where | they might dwell.
8Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love
and your wonderful works | for all people.
9For

you satisfy the | thirsty soul
and fill the hungry | with good things.
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John 11: 17-27
The assembly stands for the reading of the Gospel. The reading may be announced:

The Holy Gospel according to John.
17When

Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days.
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. 21Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24Martha said to him, "I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 25Jesus said to her, "I am
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will
live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?" 27She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, the one coming into the world."
18Now

SERMON
The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Give Me Jesus
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The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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CREED
The Apostles’ Creed may be spoken.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept.

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one
communion of saints in the body of Christ.
Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection
may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give courage and faith to all who mourn,
and a sure and certain hope in your loving care,
that, casting all their sorrow on you,
they may have strength for the days ahead.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith,
that, where this world groans in grief and pain,
your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.
Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand,
to believe and trust in the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.
The presiding minister concludes the prayers.

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ
destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of
heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and
that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will be able to
separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you.”
The assembly is seated.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
The presiding minister continues:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
who rose from the dead, and in whom our hope of resurrection dawns.
The sting of death has been removed by the glorious promise of his risen life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

12

COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.
COMMUNION SONG
“Lamb of God” may be sung.

COMMUNION MUSIC:
“Antiphon III”

Dupre

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands.
The presiding minister may say a table blessing; the assembly responds
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Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
COMMENDATION
The ministers take their places at the coffin. The presiding minister leads the commendation.

Let us commend Bonnie to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer.
Silence is kept.
The presiding minister may place her/his hand on the coffin during this prayer.

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Bonnie .
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold,
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.
Receive her into the arms of your mercy,
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,
and into the glorious company of the saints in light.
Amen.
Here or during the procession out, a farewell may be sung: “Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace,”
an acclamation (#222–223), or another hymn or song.

Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.
A procession may form and leave the church, the ministers leading.
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SENDING HYMN: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

15

ELW 858

POSTLUDE:
“Cortege”
“Shall We Gather at the River”

Muffat-Thompson
arr. Burkhardt

Presiding Minister ................................................................. Bishop Erik Gronberg Ph.D.
Cantor .................................................................................................... Mrs. Janelle Davis
Organist ........................................................................................ Mrs. Katherine Barnard
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Bonnie Grubb Bell was born in Salisbury, North Carolina on
May 22, 1959. She is the child of Coleman and Flora Jean
Grubb and had two older brothers, Tim and David, and a
younger sister Tracey Barrier. She was trained as a
Registered Nurse at the Mercy Hospital School of Nursing
and worked mostly in the Nursery and Labor and Delivery.
She has been married to Pastor Bell since September 30,
1995. They have been foster parents to about 17 foster
children during their time in North Carolina. Battling with
chronic pain for many years, she developed breast cancer in 2020. She entered the
Church Triumphant on August 4, 2022.
Memorials may be made to the Christ the Servant Memorial Fund.
2121 East University Drive, Denton, Texas 76209
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