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New Leadership Team Ready to Meet Challenges
At the beginning of this year, Christ the Servant retire two six-year veterans of the Congregation
Council. Harriet Powell was serving as VicePresident as she completed her term and Jean
Schaake served as President for her entire tenure
on Council. Council approached the selection of
new officers with an eye toward maintaining solid
leadership while building up a new generation of
leaders.
Our new Council President is Suzanne Terry. Suzanne is serving her third year on council and is involved in a wide range of ministries within the
church. She serves on the Communications, Outreach, and RIC Planning teams and is active in Sunday school, the Writers Group, Monday night Bible
study, and the Evening Book Club. The breadth of
her involvement will be a great resource for leadership.
Randy Cox will serve as Vice-President as he prepares himself to take over as President when Suzanne’s term expires next year.

Lois Plato will continue as treasurer but will be training Janna Callahan to take over the role at the end
of her term.
Otto Peters is new to the Council this year and will
serve as Secretary. Otto Joined the congregation
just before the start of the pandemic, but brings
leadership experience from his former congregation in Maryland. Amanda Norvelle, joined at the
same time as Otto and is looking forward to being
more engaged in leadership.
In addition to empowering a new generation of
leadership, The council has a preliminary agenda of
tasks for the year ahead: completion of the congregational discernment process for the Reconciling in
Christ designation, attention to facility maintenance
needs and related financial planning, and safely returning to on-site ministry as soon as possible. Another topic of discussion will focus on the changes
that Covid has brought to the ministry landscape
and how to best position the church for future ministry opportunities.



2

CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984
CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Ministry Team
Pastor ............................................ John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Vice-President ........................... Randy Cox
Member ......................... Amanda Norvelle
Secretary ................................. Otto Peters
Treasurer.....................................Lois Plato
President ............................. Suzanne Terry

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. .. Heidi Thiele, Hannah Tarver
Synette Payne, Janna Callahan
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ........................................Lois Plato
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .........Yvonne Poppe
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee...... Beth Willoughby
Property Committee ........................... TBA
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Reconciling In Christ .........Nathan Graham
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

PREACHER FEATURE
Beauty Found Within
Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

Hate is such an ugly word, but I never really liked that tree. Sure, the
Bradford Pear in my front yard had a lovely display of blooms that
marked the beginning of each Spring. The flowers were more noxious
than fragrant, the roots came up out of the ground plotting to trip any
who dared to pass, and the tree was unusually susceptible to wind
damage. The tree took out my electric service on a sunny, albeit
breezy, fall day. Already down a few Benjamins for the electrical repair, I decided to cut up the tree myself. I won’t ascribe intention to
inanimate objects, but the tree rolled over on me, chainsaw in hand.
Whatever sentiment I held toward the tree was gone. I left a pile of
logs and branches on the curb. But little remained by the time trash
day came. One neighbor was going to use the branches in his garden,
another claimed it was good firewood. But the a young father asked if
he could take some wood to make toys for his children. I was intrigued. Could this tree, toppled by a gentle breeze, offer wood of
any value other than BTUs? I cut a few slabs and left it on the front
porch.
Four years later, I acquired a joiner and a planer for my shop and needed to test blades and settings. Grabbing a small slab from the porch, I
squared up two sides and sent it through the planer. I was astounded
by what came out the other end. The board had the rich color of walnut with a beautiful figured grain. It is as dense as hard maple and finishes like silk. I’m still kicking myself for not saving more.
The major theme in this season of Epiphany is the revelation of Jesus’
divine identity. Again and again we hear of deeds revealing the messianic identity of this otherwise ordinary man. Epiphany comes as an
invitation to discover the presence of God’s grace and glory in the
world. Ass we look at the world around us, what are we missing. Can
people really be judged by their education, class, age, race, gender, or
political affiliation? Or, are we doing ourselves and them a disservice
by our prejudice.
What if, instead of writing people off based on a single trait, we began
each introduction with the expectation of discovering endearing
qualities. What if we saw the circumstances of our lives as opportunities for growth rather than inconvenient distractions. Our task for the
season is to discover the presence of God in whatever form it exists.
You might be pleasantly surprised by what you find.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Souper Bowl of Caring
for 2022
Donations will support the Empty Bowls Operational Funds.

Pre-ordered soup (deadline was Friday, January
28, 2022) will be packaged in quart sized quantities (32oz.) for donations to Empty Bowls Operational Funds. Soup will be cold at pick up, and
can be reheated at home at your convenience.
Sunday, February 6, 2022 – Pick up your soup
order at Christ The Servant between 1:30 3pm. This will be a grab and go where you can
leave a donation at the time of pick up. We will
have our pick-up location at the porte-cochere
at CTS for a drive through pick-up.
Thank you all for the support you have given us
throughout the years!
The Empty Bowls Committee
Heidi, Lori, Lois, Synette, Harriet, Nancy, Anna

Thank you from Denton Community Food Center:
Wow! What a nice surprise in the mail this morning. Thank you for all your generosity and hard work
- the Empty Bowls is such an amazing concept and
we appreciate being the recipient along with ODB.
We appreciate the trust you put in us to be good
stewards with your money.
Thank You!
Tanci Paulson
DCFC

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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The Reconciling in Christ Team is a group of members (Suzanne Terry, Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson,
and Pastor John Bell) tasked by the Congregation Council to explore whether it is time for Christ The Servant to be
formally recognized as a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) church. An RIC church is one that proclaims itself to be welcoming
and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations and gender identities (LGBTQIA+ people).

The Holy Bible and being WELCOMING!!!
by Chris Clarkson
The Holy Bible and WELCOMING are connected.
This connection manifests in the actions and person
of Christ Jesus. Ever since I first rolled through the
doors of CTS, I have felt the welcoming heart of this
Servant church. But the measure of “welcome” is
more than how we perceive ourselves; it is how others are received by us.
There are three aspects of this Biblical, gospel,
Christ-modeling welcome I would here like to lift up:
First, a Christ-like welcome is overt, not covert,
which means it is on full public display come hell or
high water. It is a welcome that is bold and confident, not shy or reluctant. It is Jesus unafraid to eat,
mingle, travel and celebrate with all people, no matter the cost, and with no thought to how others will
view this.
Second, this welcome is specific in its focus. It is Jesus paying attention to the lamed, those bruised,
the poor, the ones rejected, and those judged unclean. In short, the Biblical, Christ-modeling welcome is specifically geared to include those on the
outskirts of so-called-‘normal’-society, on the fringe
of acceptability. It is a welcome that goes out of its
way to specifically welcome these people, so the
universal character of God’s love, God’s welcome,
God’s inclusion, God’s grace is grasped.
Third, welcoming in a Biblical, gospel, Christmodeling fashion is more than just “being welcoming” or friendly; it is affirming. Jesus doesn’t just
welcome the excluded, Jesus affirms their value. It
is the parable of the GOOD Samaritan (outcast) for

a reason… an affirming reason. This sort of welcome doesn’t just welcome at the door, it affirms
another’s place within all aspects of our community. This is Jesus declaring, “For the one who is least
among you all is the greatest.”
“Reconciling in Christ” is a designation bestowed
on churches determined to be friendly, welcoming
and safe for LGBTQIA+ people.
An RIC Congregation understands the gift received with this oft-ostracized community, as a
Christ-like welcome occurs. It understands the need
to be public, determined, specific and unequivocal
in our welcome and in such to treat and value others as we treat and value ourselves. Even more, understands that to affirm those considered ‘least’ or
‘displaced’ or ‘stranger’, is to affirm Christ’s own
self.

Prayer:

Holy God, by your Spirit help us to see that to
“welcome each” and to “welcome all” is right, our
duty and our joy. Increase in us the joy of your salvation.
Grant Oh Jesus the promise of Scripture: that to
welcome, affirm, nourish, shelter and believe in
others, demonstrates we welcome, affirm, nourish,
shelter and believe in you.
Amen.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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New to Christ the Servant?
Let’s face it, becoming a part of any established community can be challenging. It is a process of figuring out social mores, community values, and
expectations of membership. This is true whether you are changing lunch
tables is middle school, starting a new job, or getting involved in a new
congregation. The pandemic has not made it any easier. If you are new to
the Christ the Servant community, help is on the way.
A newcomer orientation is scheduled for Tuesday evenings in February—
starting on the eighth. Meet others who are new to CTS and a few who
have been here awhile. Together we will discover each other’s stories as
well as how the congregation can best serve you and how you can fully
engage in congregational life. The plan is to meet in person, but if local
conditions prevent it, we have the option of meeting on Zoom. Let the
church office know if you would like to take part.

Newcomer
Orientation:
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

February 8, 15, & 22

Morning Book Club
The Morning book club will meet February 9th at 10:00 at Harriet Powell's. We
will be discussing the book, On the Bright Side: The Secret Diary of Hendrik
Groen. Hendrik is 85 in this diary. This is the book that will make you laugh out
loud.
If you would like to join us let me know.
Sandy Schurter 940-465-9712.

Evening Book Club
Happy new year from the evening book club! In January, we had a hybrid
book club meeting. We set up a Zoom meeting on the patio at Armadillo Ale
so that both in-person and online attendees could discuss Louise Erdrich's The
Night Watchman. Despite interruptions from fire sirens, traffic, and the train,
we enjoyed a great discussion!
We plan to meet at Armadillo Ale again on February 15, at 6:30 p.m. We will be
discussing The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher
Murray. Hope you can join us!
For those who like to read ahead:
March 15 – Small Great Things by Jodi Piccoult
April 19 – The Peace of Wild Things: And Other Poems by Wendell Berry
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