15th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 18, 2022 – 8:30 & 11:00 AM
Holy Communion – Autumn Setting

CHRIST THE SERVANT LUTHERAN CHURCH
2121 EAST UNIVERSITY DRIVE, DENTON, TEXAS 76209
940-387-1984
www.ctsdenton.org
ctslc.office@gmail.com

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN: Take My Life, That I May Be
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As Written

(ELW 583)

HYMN OF PRAISE: Now the Feast and Celebration
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(ELW 167)

GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another.
Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the
grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7
The reading may be announced:
A reading from Amos.

Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5
saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
6
buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
7
The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
4
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The reading may be concluded:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 113
The Psalm for the day is read responsively. Congregation speaks the bold portion.

Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD;
praise the name | of the LORD.
2
Let the name of the | LORD be blessed,
from this time forth for- | evermore.
1

From the rising of the sun to its | going down
let the name of the | LORD be praised.
4
The LORD is high a- | bove all nations;
God’s glory a- | bove the heavens.
3

Who is like the | LORD our God,
who sits en- | throned on high,
6
but stoops | to behold
the heavens | and the earth?
5

The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust
and lifts up the poor | from the ashes,
8
enthroning them | with the rulers,
with the rulers | of the people.
7

9

The LORD makes the woman of a | childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7
The reading may be announced:
A reading from 1 Timothy.
1First

of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may
6

lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
6who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle
(I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
The reading may be concluded:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13
The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
7

(ELW 172)

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’
3
Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.
1

I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may
welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of
olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he
asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of
wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’
4

And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly;
for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation
than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal
homes.
8

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest
in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave
can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
10

The gospel concludes:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Son of God, Eternal Savior
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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Stanzas 1, 2

(ELW 655*)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
Each petition will be concluded using one of the following responses

God of grace,
hear our prayer.
The presiding minister concludes the prayers.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you."
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered in the narthex for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, the table is set.
After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands.
Bread, wine, money, and other gifts may be brought forward.

OFFERTORY SONG: As the Grains of Wheat
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(ELW 465)

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following or a similar prayer.

Let us pray.
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The presiding minister continues:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy

(ELW 191)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.
All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s Table. The ministers commune before the assembly. For those
unable to come to the front, notify an usher and communion will be brought to your pew.
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LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN: Be Thou My Vision

As Written
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(ELW 793)

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands.
The presiding minister may say a table blessing, and the assembly responds

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION Karen Carter and Lee & Yvonne Lacy
O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger,
bless those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters
and brothers who are sick/homebound/imprisoned. May they be sustained by the love
and prayers of this community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.

God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: Let Justice Flow Like Streams

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.

Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
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As Written

(ELW 717*)
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Serving In Worship
September 18th

8:30 am

11:00 am

Suzanne Terry

Nathan Graham

Altar Guild

Karen Carter

Sandy Schurter

Reader

Karen Carter

Dennis Schurter

Usher

Karen Carter

Ron Davis &
Dennis Schurter

Assisting Minister

Counter

Lori Shelton

Cantor

September 25th

8:30 am

11:00 am

Assisting Minister

Lori Shelton

Jessica Lara

Altar Guild

Lori Shelton

Beth Willoughby

Reader

John Rademacher

Cindee Evenson

Usher

Karen Carter

Cindee Evenson &
Beth Willoughby

Counter

Andy Waite

Cantor
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Empty Bowls—Save the Date
The luncheon is Saturday, October 22, 12:00pm-3:00pm at Harvest House at 331 E
Hickory St., Denton.
It will be an enjoyable event for all and raise money to feed the hungry in Denton.
Tickets are $30 and available at the online sale site, below, beginning October 1, or
can be purchased at the door.
A ticket provides a handcrafted bowl and unlimited soup and bread.
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Welcome
The congregation of Christ the Servant
welcomes all who worship with us today.
We consider it a privilege to share with others
the love we have come to know in Jesus Christ.
So if you are:
Young or Old
Fair or Dark Skinned
Married or Single
LBGTQIA
Democrat or Republican
Lutheran, Catholic, Baptist, Methodist or something else
Feeling guilty or feeling blessed
or, just here because you’re meeting your girlfriend’s parents
and you want to impress them.
We welcome you.
It’s what Jesus would have done
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