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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN: Come to Us, Creative Spirit

as written

( ELW 687)

GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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KYRIE

(Setting 8)

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
HYMN OF PRAISE: The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing
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(ELW 531)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One,
and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith,
defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in
endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

when children are present

FIRST READING: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
The reading may be announced:
A reading from Proverbs.
1

Does not wisdom call,
and does not understanding raise her voice?
2
On the heights, beside the way,
at the crossroads she takes her stand;
3
beside the gates in front of the town,
at the entrance of the portals she cries out:
4
“To you, O people, I call,
and my cry is to all that live.
22

The LORD created me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long ago.
23
Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24
When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
25
Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, I was brought forth—
26
when he had not yet made earth and fields,
or the world’s first bits of soil.
27
When he established the heavens, I was there,
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when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep,
29
when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
30
then I was beside him, like a master worker;
and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing before him always,
31
rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the human race.”
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The reading may be concluded:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 8
The Psalm for the day is sung responsively. Congregation sings bold portion.
1O | LORD

our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the
mouths of in- | fants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies,
to silence the foe | and avenger.
3When

I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,
4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them,
human beings that you should | care for them?
5Yet

you have made them little less | than divine;
with glory and hon- | or you crown them.
6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands;
you have put all things un- | der their feet:
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7all |

flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts | of the field,
8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.
9O | LORD

our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-5
The reading may be announced:
A reading from Romans.
1

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we
boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
The reading may be concluded:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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(ELW 512)

GOSPEL: JOHN 16:12-15
The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and
declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will
take what is mine and declare it to you.”
The gospel concludes:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! as written
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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(ELW 413)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The verse will be sung once before the prayers and again at the conclusion of the prayers.
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(ELW 752*)

The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all
in need.
A brief silence.
Each petition will be concluded using one of the following responses

God of grace,
Hear our prayer.
The presiding minister concludes the prayers

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you."
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands.
Bread, wine, money, and other gifts may be brought forward.

CHOIR ANTHEM: This Is My Father’s World
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Celene Welch

OFFERTORY SONG: We Are an Offering

(ELW 692)
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OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following or a similar prayer.

Let us pray.
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The presiding minister continues:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided
in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The hymn is sung twice: once in unison, and once in canon with pulpit side singing pt. 2 then pt. 1.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.
All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s Table. The ministers commune before the assembly. For those
unable to come to the front, notify an usher and communion will be brought to your pew.
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COMMUNION SONG: Sanctuary

(repeated in the style of Taizé)

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
Pure and holy, tried and true;
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living
Sanctuary for you.
Words and Music by John W. Thompson and Randy Scruggs

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands.
The presiding minister may say a table blessing, and the assembly responds

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

18

SENDING OF COMMUNION Lee and Yvonne Lacy
O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger,
bless those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters
and brothers who are sick/homebound/imprisoned. May they be sustained by the love
and prayers of this community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.

The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
Stanza 3 in canon
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as written

(ELW 771)

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God.
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Creation and Creativity Sunday
Join us in the fellowship hall following the service.
See all the arts and crafts that congregation
members have brought to share.
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Welcome
The congregation of Christ the Servant
welcomes all who worship with us today.
We consider it a privilege to share with others
the love we have come to know in Jesus Christ.
So if you are:
Young or Old
Fair or Dark Skinned
Married or Single
Gay or Straight
Democrat or Republican
Lutheran, Catholic, Baptist, Methodist or something else
Feeling guilty or feeling blessed
or, just here because you’re meeting your girlfriend’s parents
and you want to impress them.
We welcome you.
It’s what Jesus would have done
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