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PRELUDE  “Lobt Gott, ihr Christen, allzugleich” J.S. Bach and D. Buxtehude 
(“Let All Together Praise Our God”) 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands.  
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination.  

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN  “God, Whose Almighty Word”               All Verses            (ELW 673*) 
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GREETING 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

A Kyrie may be sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

First Refrain Only - the Cantor will sing. The Congregation will repeat. 
Then the Cantor will sing all verses and the Congregation will sing all Refrains. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 



8 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to 
their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 
The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
  or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 

5Thus says God, the LORD, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
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    I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 
  7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD, that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
9See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 
 

The reading may be concluded:  
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 29 
The psalm for the day is said or sung. 

1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;  
  the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. 
  
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
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7The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  
 
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees  
  writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 
11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  
 
SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 
The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Acts. 
 

34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third 
day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

The reading may be concluded: 

Word of God, word of life.    
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 
The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.  
 
16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Rev. John Bell 
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”                  (ELW 304*) 
All Verses 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The prayers are led by the assisting minister and are prepared locally for each occasion.  

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence.  
Each petition will be concluded with the following response 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you.” 

The assembly is seated. 

OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

During this time, the table is set.  

After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands.  

Bread, wine, money, and other gifts may be brought forward. 
 

ANTHEM 
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OFFERTORY  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (ELW 181) 
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OFFERING PRAYER  
The assisting minister leads the following prayer. 

Let us pray. 
 

Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The presiding minister continues: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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The presiding minister continues. 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
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COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. The ministers commune before the assembly. For those unable to 
come to the front, notify an usher and communion will be brought to you in the pew. 
 

COMMUNION SONG 
“Lamb of God” may be sung. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  “Crashing Waters at Creation” All Verses (ELW 455*) 
 

 
 
The assembly stands. 
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The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION  Karen Carter and Lee & Yvonne Lacy 
 

Gracious God, whose mercy endures from generation to generation: 
As Mary set out to visit Elizabeth before she gave birth to her son, 
bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament 
with our sisters and brothers who are sick/homebound/imprisoned. 
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen  
those to whom we bring this communion, 
that through the body and blood of your Son 
we may all know the hope of your promised coming 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”   (ELW 310*) 
All Verses 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Welcome 
 

The congregation of Christ the Servant  
welcomes all who worship with us today.  

We consider it a privilege to share with others  
the love we have come to know in Jesus Christ. 

 
So if you are: 

 
Young or Old 

Fair or Dark Skinned 
Married or Single 

Gay or Straight 
Democrat or Republican 

Lutheran, Catholic, Baptist, Methodist or something else 
Feeling guilty or feeling blessed 

or, just here because you’re meeting your girlfriend’s parents  
and you want to impress them. 

 
We welcome you. 

It’s what Jesus would have done 
 




