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GATHERING 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands.  
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination.  

God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.   
Amen. 
 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN:  The King Shall Come         Stanzas 1, 2, 5                         (ELW 260) 
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GREETING 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

A Kyrie may be sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES       Stay Awake, Be Ready 
 
The proper blessing is read and the verse of the week is sung as the candles are lit. 
 
Cantor will sing the verse then the Congregation will join to repeat it.  (Sing Verse 2 Only)            
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WEEK TWO 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  John the Baptist calls all 
people to prepare the Lord's way for the kingdom of heaven is near.  Bless us as we 
light the candles on this wreath.  Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit,  that we may 
be a light shining in the darkness welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, for he 
is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
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FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Malachi. 
 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 
former years. 
 

The reading may be concluded:  

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM LUKE 1:68-79 
The psalm for the day is said or sung. 

68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and | set them free. 
69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your | servant David.  
 
70Through your holy prophets, you promised  
   of old to save us | from our enemies, 
  71from the hands of | all who hate us, 
72to show mercy | to our forebears, 
  and to remember your | holy covenant. 
 

73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 
  74to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 
free to worship you | without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life.  
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76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
 
78In the tender compassion | of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
79to shine on those who dwell in darkness  
   and in the shad- | ow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace.  
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11 
The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Philippians. 
 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one 
of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 
until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this 
way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s 
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ 
Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 
of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
The reading may be concluded: 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6 
The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!        Stanzas 1, 3, 4      (ELW 246) 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The prayers are led by the assisting minister and are prepared locally for each occasion.  

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn 
for God’s presence. 
 

A brief silence.  
Each petition will be concluded with the following response 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 



13 

 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you.” 

The assembly is seated. 

OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

During this time, the table is set.  

After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands.  

Bread, wine, money, and other gifts may be brought forward. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM               “On A Night of Wonder”                                          Quartet 
Beth, Nathan, Janelle, Delta 
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OFFERTORY: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful     (ELW 181) 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  
The assisting minister leads the following prayer. 

Let us pray. 
 

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 
simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE  
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The presiding minister continues: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through 
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world 
in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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The presiding minister continues. 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 

Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

 

COMMUNION  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. The ministers commune before the assembly. For those unable to 
come to the front, notify an usher and communion will be brought to you in the pew. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
“Lamb of God” may be sung. 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMN:  Comfort, Comfort Now My People   (ELW 256) 

Soloist: Janelle Davis 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.  Amen. 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus          as written         (ELW 254) 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Serving In Worship 


 December 5 December 12 

Assisting Minister Jessica Lara Hannah Tarver 

Altar Guild Beth Willoughby Karen Carter 

Advent Wreath Lighting Confirmands & Families Clarkson Family 

Reader John Rademacher Terra Rowe 

Usher Karen Carter Beth Willoughby 

Counter Greg Thiele Greg Thiele 

 

Wednesday December 8 

Cantor Janelle Davis 

Usher Thiele Family 

Counter Greg Thiele 
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Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

The Church Council has set the Annual Congregational meeting for Sunday,  
December 12th at 10:00 am.  
 
At this meeting we will vote on 2 new Council members replacing Jean Schaake and 
Harriet Powell who have completed 2 3-year terms. Many thanks to Jean and Harriet 
for their service to our church. 
 
We will also present the 2022 Budget, discuss and vote on it. The Annual Meeting will 
be held both In-Person as well as on Zoom.  
 
Please try to attend this very important meeting. 
 
 

Church Council Request for Staff Gifts 
   
The Church Council invites you to make a contribution for gifts for the church staff. 
Please have them to the church office no later than Friday, December 17th. 
 
Please mark your payment “Staff Gifts”. 
 
 

Wednesday Evening Advent Offerings 
 

All Wednesday Evening offerings received will be added to the People In Need Fund.  



23 

 

Denton Taizé 
 

The Denton Taize Community invites you to a Taize service of contemplation, prayers, 
scripture and song in preparation for the miracle of Christmas, or the birth of Jesus 
Christ. The service will be held Sunday, December 19 at 7:00 p.m. at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church. Our service will be in the tradition of “Blue Christmas”, or “The 
Longest Night” , a modern western tradition held around the winter solstice that 
acknowledges those who are stressed, lonely, or grieving. This year it seems 
particularly appropriate to have a time of hope and comfort not only for those of us 
who have lost a loved one, but perhaps for all of us. If you have any questions, please 
contact Elizabeth Moose, a representative of Christ the Servant Lutheran Church on 
the Denton Taize planning committee. 
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Welcome 
 

The congregation of Christ the Servant  
welcomes all who worship with us today.  

We consider it a privilege to share with others  
the love we have come to know in Jesus Christ. 

 
So if you are: 

 
Young or Old 

Fair or Dark Skinned 
Married or Single 

Gay or Straight 
Democrat or Republican 

Lutheran, Catholic, Baptist, Methodist or something else 
Feeling guilty or feeling blessed 

or, just here because you’re meeting your girlfriend’s parents  
and you want to impress them. 

 
We welcome you. 

It’s what Jesus would have done 
 




