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PRELUDE   “Now Thank We All Our God” Karg-Elert 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who redeems us in Christ Jesus, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. 
We have ignored voices that call for your justice. 
We have neglected actions that witness to your righteousness. 
We have spoken and acted 
in ways that disrupt your beloved community. 
We truly repent of things we have done and left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness, 
follow the way of the Spirit, 
and build up the body of Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Rejoice and be glad! 
God hears the prayers of all who cry out, 
and restores us to life through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
  



3 

GATHERING HYMN:  “Now Thank We All Our God”          As Written    (ELW 840*)  
 

 
 
GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                 Verses 1, 4  (ELW 392*)  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with 
us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
The reading may be announced: 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the 
LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them 
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, 
says the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands 
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, 
and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the 
LORD. 
 

5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 

The reading may be concluded: 

 

The word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 46 
 

The Psalm for the day is read responsively. Congregation speaks the bold portion. 
 

1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
  a very present | help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
 
3though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the | break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
 
7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
         and burns the | shields with fire. 
10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations;  
         I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
 
11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
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SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20 
The reading may be announced: 
 

A reading from Colossians. 
 

11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 
and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving 
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him 
and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He 
is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his 
cross. 
 

The reading may be concluded: 

 

The word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “What Feast of Love”  Verse 2   (ELW 487*) 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.  
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GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43 
The gospel is announced. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 
36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, 
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over 
him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are 
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do 
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise.” 
 

The gospel concludes: 
 

The gospel of the Lord.      
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                     Rev. John Bell 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  “O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us”      As Written   (ELW 431*) 
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer. 
 

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 
Each petition will be concluded using one of the following responses 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 
 

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you." 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered in the narthex for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
 

During this time, the table is set.  
 

After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands.  
Bread, wine, money, and other gifts may be brought forward. 

 
ANTHEM  “O Sing This Anthem, Song of Praise” Althouse 
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OFFERTORY HYMN:  “What Feast of Love”    Verses 1, 3   (ELW 487*) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following or a similar prayer. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Blessed are you, Maker of all things. 
As you have entrusted us with all that you have created, 
now gather our gifts, 
nourish us with this sacrament, 
and send us to those who hunger and thirst, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The presiding minister continues: 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
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“Rejoice, for Christ Is King!”   Verses 1, 2   (ELW 430*) 
 

 
  



16 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form. 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 
 

Christ spreads a table before you. 
Gather here with all the saints. 
 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

 
COMMUNION 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

and each person may respond 
 

Amen. 
 

All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s Table. The ministers commune before the assembly. For those 
unable to come to the front, notify an usher and communion will be brought to your pew. 
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“Blessing, Honor, and Glory (ELW 433)   
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COMMUNION HYMN:  “Thine the Amen”                As Written      (ELW 826) 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands.  

 

The presiding minister may say a table blessing, and the assembly responds 

 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ,  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, 
that you have fed us with the bread of heaven 
and given us a foretaste of Paradise. 
Enliven us to be your body in the world 
and to serve those who are in need; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION  Karen Carter and Lee & Yvonne Lacy 
 

O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, 
bless those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters 
and brothers who are sick/homebound/imprisoned. May they be sustained by the love 
and prayers of this community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 
BLESSING 
 

The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing. 
 

The God of peace, 
who creates all things and calls them good, 
who makes us alive in Jesus, 
and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                (ELW 855* ) 
 

Verses:     1 All      2 Women      3 All      4 Men       5 All 
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DISMISSAL 
 

The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 
 

Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE  “All Saints New” tune by Cutler / arr. Porter 
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Serving In Worship 
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Welcome 
 

The congregation of Christ the Servant  
welcomes all who worship with us today.  

We consider it a privilege to share with others  
the love we have come to know in Jesus Christ. 

 
So if you are: 

 
Young or Old 

Fair or Dark Skinned 
Married or Single 

LBGTQIA  
Democrat or Republican 

Lutheran, Catholic, Baptist, Methodist or something else 
Feeling guilty or feeling blessed 

or, just here because you’re meeting your girlfriend’s parents  
and you want to impress them. 

 
We welcome you. 

It’s what Jesus would have done 
 




 


