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Opportunities

9/11 Anniversary and Covid Memorial Concert
This summer choir directors from several area
churches including Christ the Servant Lutheran, First
United Methodist, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian and
Trinity Presbyterian began planning a concert to
mark the 20th anniversary of 9/11, a memorial for
the lives lost to the COVID-19 Pandemic, and to
speak to the social unrest of this past year. CTS
choir members will participate in combined rehearsals and a concert at the Winspear Hall/ Murchison
PAC at UNT (pending confirmation) with live orchestra accompaniment on Sunday, September 12,
2021. If you are interested in participating in this
concert please complete the participation form or
contact Elizabeth Moose emariemoose@gmail.com.
Also, each participating church has been asked to
donate $500 to the cost of the venue, orchestra and
purchase music packets for each participant from
their church respectively ($20/ per singer). Pastor
has graciously given me permission to ask the congregation for donations to cover these costs. Donations can be given the same manner as offerings/

please memo or note: memorial concert. Thank you
for your continued support of the CTS choir and we
hope to see you at the concert.
“My heart, O God, is steadfast, my heart is steadfast; I will
sing and make music.” Psalm 57:7
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PREACHER FEATURE

CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984

No Mo Joe Mojo

CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

Ministry Team
Pastor ............................................ John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

President .............................. Jean Schaake
Vice-President ..................... Harriet Powell
Secretary ............................. Suzanne Terry
Treasurer.....................................Lois Plato
Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Member .................................... Randy Cox

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. ....................... Synette Payne,
Heidi Thiele, & Hannah Tarver
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ....................................Lori Shelton
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .........Yvonne Poppe
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee............. Jean Russell
Property Committee ..................................
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Stewardship ........................ Chris Clarkson
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

I had hoped that this would be my article to announce a further return
to normal. The congregation has been achieving a vaccination rate
much higher than the surrounding community. We are back in the
sanctuary and singing. But there is still the notable presence of masks
and absence of donuts and coffee. Can we even continue to call ourselves Lutheran when there is no mo joe? For a year and a half, the
world has been waiting for an announcement that the pandemic is
over and we can return to normal. It looks as though that announcement will never come. Of course, the church will return to its former
schedule and Sunday school will resume. But vaccine hesitancy has
allowed for new variants that are taking us backwards in the fight
against Covid-19. The Delta variant in particular is infecting even vaccinated people and killing those who are not. As we seek to protect
our children and others who are vulnerable it appears that we will
need to continue some level of precautions for a time.
We can’t continue to wait until it is safe to serve coffee to find our mojo. The need for a community of grace and hope is needed now more
than ever. What are we to do? As always, the first step is to attend to
the needs of others. As schools gear up to return to the classroom, no
doubt the will need vaccinated volunteers. Our Empty Bowls Team is
working hard to meet the needs of the hungry and is adapting to an
outdoor luncheon at the Armadillo Brewery this fall. Perhaps our small
groups (choir, classes, and clubs) could volunteer to serve a shift at
the soup kitchen or food pantry. If you see an unmet need in the community work up a plan and gather others to work with you. I’ll give
you support and help find the resources needed.
At church, we also need your help. In the time we were apart, we lost
ushers and worship leaders. We have also needed new technological
support. Consider taking on a new role. Also, with mandated masks
and covid haircuts, it can be hard to recognize those we know and for
visitors to put a name to part of a face. So make it a point to wear your
nametag. Christ the Servant did great when it came to re-inventing
ourselves for a socially distant world. I have no doubt that, with some
creativity and effort, we can thrive in a world that is slowly returning
to normal. Let’s renew our mojo until we can brew mo joe.
Blessings,
Pastor Bell

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209



Evening Book Club
We met at Yvonne Lacy's home in July to talk about Barbara
Neely's Blanche on the Lam. We enjoyed talking about our favorite characters and how they contributed to the story. We
also discussed how the factors of race, class, and expectations played into the plot.
In August, we'll meet at Lois Plato's house to discuss Thunder
Bay by William Kent Krueger. Heidi will lead discussion.
For those who like to read ahead:
August 17 – Thunder Bay by William Kent Krueger (Heidi leading discussion)
September 21 – The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See
October 19 – Hitting a Straight Lick With a Crooked Stick by
Zora Neale Hurston (Suzanne leading discussion)
Email if you want to be added to the evening book club email
list – coffeesnob@gmail.com. We’d love to have you join us!

Thank You!
Many thanks to Jean Russell for tirelessly working on the
Memorial Garden and driveway. She has been cleaning up
the grass that has grown on the pavement while dodging
the fire ants.
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The Reconciling in Christ Team a group of members (primarily: Suzanne Terry, Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson, and Pastor John Bell). We have been meeting over the last year, asked by the Congregation Council to explore whether it is time for Christ The Servant Lutheran church to be formally recognized
as a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) church. An RIC church is one that proclaims itself to be welcoming and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations (LGBTQIA+ people).
As we continue on this journey, we will be hosting conversation with all members so we reach an answer to
whether we, as a body of believers, wish to become an RIC congregation. This is a significant decision. A decision which will flow from the faith we have. This faith is grounded in the Biblical story
I grew up in a Southern Baptist church. I was the in-church-every-time-the-door-was-open girl. I participated in all the missions organizations, sang in all the choirs, performed the offertory music, played handbells, and taught Vacation Bible School. I came to UNT and sought out people just like me, the ones who
understood (and shared) my fears.
I also met people who didn't share my views, the ones I had been warned about who would change me if
they could because that was The Gay Agenda™. I had been taught that they would belittle my faith,
tempting me to not only engage in their lifestyle but denounce everything I held dear.
Knowing them did change me, but not necessarily in the way I had been taught.
I changed because none of the people I met fit my preconceived notions.
I changed because one night at Mable Peabody's, I knew I had to apologize to my friend.
“I’m sorry about that thing I said when we met." When he looked at me quizzically, I reluctantly reminded
him.
He rolled his eyes, “That is so past. What made you even think of that?”
“I just want you to know that I don’t think that anymore.”

He clicked his tongue and waved his hand at me, shooing away my concern. “Girl, I know you love me.”
And that was it. It was that easy.
I changed because there is something essential to the fullness of God in the church in the experiences of
those who are marginalized. The love of secure friendship. The grace of forgiveness given before it was
even requested. The faith to accept people as who they are rather than who they've been told they have
to be. The hope of a God who really sees us.
God changed (and continues to change) my self-righteous heart. Every day, God changes me.
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Beth Willoughby - getting acquainted with Christ the Servant
The Christ the Servant church council, with the help of the CTS Writers’ Group, is taking on a mission to
interview all members of the church for inclusion in the monthly newsletter. This is an opportunity to
become acquainted with Beth Willoughby.
1. Where have you lived before? Where was your favorite home? What brought you to Denton?
What do you appreciate about Denton?
I was born in Michigan and my family moved to Georgetown, Texas when I was in high school. I
came to Denton in 2005 to get my master’s at UNT and haven’t left yet, as it’s conveniently located.
It’s hard to pick a favorite home, as I have liked different things about pretty much every place
where I’ve lived (except for the one year my family lived in north Illinois which wasn’t fun for anyone I don’t think)! My childhood home where I lived for seven years in Stevensville, Michigan might
be a favorite though, just because I have lots of fun memories there. I have a lot of good memories
of Dexter, Michigan as well, as both my parents grew up there and a lot of my extended family still
lives in the area.
2. Tell about your church experiences. What brought you to Christ the Servant? Tell something
about your activities at CTS.
I grew up going to church but didn’t really get excited about it until my high school youth group,
where I first began to make my faith my own. While I was in my undergrad at TLU my mother died
and my relationship with God took a turn for the truly personal. I became more interested in studying the Bible and learning about what I professed to believe.
When I first moved to Denton, I was struggling to find a church that worked for me. My parent’s
church was LCMS, but the Denton church felt very impersonal when I visited. I explored different
programs I encountered through UNT, but most were geared toward undergrads and were focused
on interpersonal activities whereas I was seeking activities with a more scholarly focus. My roommate at the time brought me to Christ the Servant and I was struck by how friendly and open everyone was!
I feel like I’ve had a hand in a lot of different ministries at CTS over the years, but at the moment I’m
most enjoying serving during service as an usher and with the Altar Guild.
3. Please add anything (work, hobbies, pets, and so forth) you would like for the people of CTS to
know about you.

When I have time, I enjoy reading, writing, creative-repurposing-type crafts, gardening, and hiking. I
currently have one cat, Bug, whose main joys in life are sitting on me, purring, and offering commentary in the background of Zoom calls. I’ve recently taken up cross stitching as well.

Loving God’s Creations!
Some Bunny is wanting her picture in the newsletter! I took the bunny's picture at 9AM Friday July 16
in the wildflowers in front of the door at church!
Jean Russell was diligently working on the edging
only a few feet away. The pink blossom is a Texas
Rock Rose (tho not related to roses!) The white
blooms are Moonflowers that open in the evening
and start wilting by noon. Thanks Fritz A great day
for wildlife and wildflowers!

Hello Christ the Servant!
It is so wonderful to get back to in-person services! If you haven't had the opportunity to help lead service before, we are in need of worship leaders!

We are especially looking for volunteers to be Ushers, Assisting Minsters, and to serve on the Altar Guild,
but we also welcome anyone interested in being Readers or Counters. Readers and Assisting Minsters
can at this time still serve via Zoom. If you have questions about the duties, just ask!
Looking forward to the coming months, we are particularly going to be needing volunteers to serve at
the 8:30 service when we return to our regular fall scheduling for the first time in over a year.
This summer is a great time to try out being a worship leader, as there is only one service! If you have any
questions, or would like to be added to the rotation, please contact Beth Willoughby, or Lori Shelton if
you are interested in Altar Guild!
Camera Operator
For a few Sundays this summer, we need a substitute camera operator for the Worship Service. It is not
difficult and has the following requirements:
1. You must be willing to be in the Sanctuary, wearing a mask, for the Sunday Worship Service.
If you can use Zoom on a Windows computer, you have all the technical skills needed.
Please contact Greg Thiele (gregorythiele@hotmail.com or 940-312-9142). We will walk through a simple
checklist to connect to Zoom, and then point the camera at the Pastor.
Zoom Worship Host
For 3 Sundays in July, we need to have someone host the Zoom link. Pastor Bell will show you what is
needed.

Mon

2
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

9
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

16
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

23
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

30
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

Sun

Food Sunday
1
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
1:00 pm Outreach Meeting

8
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

15
9:30 am Hybrid Worship

22
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting
7:00 pm Taizé Service

29
9:30 am Hybrid Worship

31
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

24
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

17
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
7:00 pm Evening
Book Club

10
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

3
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

Tue

25

18
7:00 pm Worship &
Music

11

4

Wed

26
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

19
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:30 pm
Communications

12
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:00 pm Church Council

5
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

Thu

27

20

13

6

Fri

28
10:00 am CoDA

21
10:00 am CoDA

14
10:00 am CoDA

7
10:00 am CoDA

Sat

