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Putting on our Sunday Best
Property workday planned for August 6th
You may have noticed things looking a little tidier on the CTS campus
lately. Council contracted painting of the hardboard siding and trim of
both buildings earlier in the year. Much of the cost covered by proceeds from the hail damage claim of 2014. A bequest from the Ed Antilla
estate and an anonymous donor covered the rest. Otto Peters, with
some help from Dennis Schurter and Andy Waite painted the wooden
railings, repaired at the end of last year. At the last congregational
workday, signage was painted and the lighting at the front of the building replaced. All this work has been part of a Council plan to improve
the church’s curb appeal. As the congregation seeks to reach out to the
growing population of Denton, it is important to communicate that our
membership is thriving and engaged.
There is more to come. The council is currently receiving bids to remove
encroaching grass, seal and stripe the parking lot. Early indications suggest that this will be an $8,000 plus effort. A proposal including the
work to be done and a plan to raise funds will be coming in the next
couple months. There are also opportunities for member involvement.
On August 6th a property workday will seek to repaint classrooms and
stain the ramp treads, along with some seasonal cleaning. Help get us
ready for the New Program year. A little spit and polish on the outside
of our facility will help us communicate the grace and warmth found
within our walls.
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CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984
CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

PREACHER FEATURE
Becoming a Sanctuary
Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

Ministry Team
Pastor ...........................................John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

President ............................. Suzanne Terry
Vice-President ........................... Randy Cox
Secretary ................................. Otto Peters
Treasurer.....................................Lois Plato
Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Member ......................... Amanda Norvelle

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. .. Heidi Thiele, Hannah Tarver
Synette Payne, Janna Callahan
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ........................................Lois Plato
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .......................... TBA
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee...... Beth Willoughby
Property Committee ........................... TBA
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Reconciling In Christ .........Nathan Graham
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

A sanctuary is a place that is set apart for a special purpose. We have
long been accustomed to sanctuaries as the place of worship, but
they can also be a place of refuge and safety; for birds, wildlife, or other endangered populations. It is a safe place.
Increasingly, security is an issue for churches. This month our sheds
have been broken into again. Increased encounters with homeless
and mentally ill individuals have necessitated the installation of an intercom at the front doors. There is a epidemic of church violence in
this country that has us considering ways to increase the situational
awareness on our campus. But personal security is not primary goal
of becoming a sanctuary.
A rising tide of xenophobia and growing restrictions on the rights of
freedoms of some individuals is making the world a less safe place for
the vulnerable. Though we most often thinks of the sanctuary as our
place of worship, As Christians we are called to connect our love of
God to our love for neighbors. Our building is set aside as a place for
music and praise, but our community is set aside as a place of grace
and refuge for the brokenhearted. We are called to love those whom
others find unlovable.
To become a sanctuary is to become a community where people can
be at home with who they are without having others question their
worthiness to receive God’s grace. This is not to say that the church is
a lawless zone where all behavior is acceptable. Rather, it is a place
where we can explore how to live faithfully within the identities we
experience as our own. When God created humankind it was not just
select individuals who were created in God’s image. All humanity is
created in God’s image. As a living sanctuary we are to be a community set apart for all God’s children to live faithfully as the person God
created. No matter how we understand our racial, gender, or sexual
identities we are called to live by grace. We become a living sanctuary
when we are able to look past the particulars of a persons identity to
see the inherent image of God.
In the midst of dehumanizing trends of violence, it is more important
than ever that we stand with the marginalized and the outcast. Let us
be the place where God’s image is recognized in all people. Let us be a
model of acceptance and the diversity all God’s people. Let this be a
place where the complexity of God’s grace is understood.
Lord prepare us to be a living sanctuary, where your grace abounds.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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CTS Ministry News
Lutheran Hymn Festival 2022
Christ the Servant is invited to attend the Lutheran Hymn Festival at Morton H. Meyerson Symphony
Center in Dallas on September 18 at 4:30 pm. The Festival will be led by guest organist, Kantor Kevin Hildebrand, with support from brass, tympani, adult and children’s choirs. Under the theme, “O Love, How
Deep, How Broad, How High” we will celebrate the 11th festival at the Meyerson. For ordering tickets, go
to www.lutheranhymnfestival.org/tickets. Cost of the tickets are $20.00 each (Orchestra Floor, Terrace,
3rd & 4th floor boxes) and $15.00 each (Dress Circle, Grand Tier). You will be able to select your exact seat
location! All ticket subscribers must bring a printed ticket to the Meyerson. For help or more information, contact Adam Hengeveld at 972-646-0905 or email attickets@lutheranhymnfestival.org. This
will be an inspiring and exciting event.

Morning Book Club
The Morning Book Club will be meeting reading The Wedding Veil by Kristy Woodson Harvey. The group will meet at Joyce Rademacher's on August
10th at 10AM. All are welcome to join in the fellowship.

Sandy Schurter

Evening Book Club
In July, we met at Lori's house to discuss Killers of the Flower Moon by David
Grann. It was an in-depth report of the killings of the Osage people and the
investigation that helped establish the FBI. We all learned so much from this
book and highly recommend it!
As many of us are going to be otherwise engaged in August, we are taking a
break for the month. We will resume our book discussions at Lois's house on
September 20, with Grady Hendrix's The Final Girl Support Group. We'd love to
have you join us!
For those who like to read ahead:
September 20 – The Final Girl Support Group by Grady Hendrix
October 18 – The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
November 15 – Beautiful Country by Qian Julie Wang

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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The Reconciling in Christ Team is a group of members (Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson, Nancy Johnson, Suzanne
Terry, and Pastor John Bell) tasked to explore with the congregation whether it is time for Christ The Servant to commit to becoming a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) community. An RIC church is one that proclaims itself to be welcoming and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations and gender identities (LGBTQIA+ people).

Where We’re Headed
by Nathan Graham
Last month, I wrote about the cultural, legislative, and judicial attacks on LGBTQIA+ people that are happening across the country. In conclusion I said that standing with the community–affirming the image of
God within each gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, or asexual person–may become
increasingly risky if the cultural tide doesn’t turn, but that this makes it even more important for us to
embody good news towards those whose value and autonomy are being denied.
Bearing this in mind, the RIC team wishes to share our gameplan as we move forward in the discernment process.
Our first attempt at a survey left us with results that we could not fully access without paying a prohibitory fee for a year-long subscription. As a result, we’ve updated the survey and moved it to the Jotform
platform. Please check your emails or the RIC page on the church website for a link to this updated survey. We’d appreciate everyone taking it, even if you answered the earlier version, so we can actually see
your feedback!
This fall we will be hosting a bible study, and possibly some other events, dependent on your survey responses. Our goal is to propose a new welcome statement and bring it to a vote by the spring, as long
as responses to a later survey reach the threshold of affirmatives required by Reconciling Works.
We appreciate everyone who has reached out to us, come to our small-group discussions and documentary viewing, or written guest articles for the newsletter. If you feel your voice isn’t being heard in this
process, make it heard! We welcome your voice as a member of Christ the Servant.

The congregation’s constitution and bylaws are in
need of updating to be in compliance with the constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America and to reflect the current vision and practices of the congregation. CTS is seeking a team of
folks to research the needed changes and present
proposed amendment to the congregation.
If this is work that you find interesting or have experience with and you would like to help, contact Pastor Bell or Suzanne Terry.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Reaching Out
Empty Bowls—Save the Date
The luncheon is Saturday, October 22, 12:00pm-3:00pm at Harvest House at
331 E Hickory St., Denton.
It will be an enjoyable event for all and raise money to feed the hungry in Denton.
Tickets are $30 and available at the online sale site, below, beginning October
1, or can be purchased at the door.

A ticket provides a handcrafted bowl and unlimited soup and bread.

School Kits for Lutheran World Relief
The quilters have chosen once again to make school kits for Lutheran World Relief. As they have other
years they will be collecting items this summer when the stores put their school supplies on sale. There
will be a bin for collecting these items by the back door.

These are the items they need this year:
•
•
•
•
•
•

College Rule Notebooks (90 are needed)
Rulers with both Inches and Centimeters (15 are needed)
Blunt End Scissors (8 are needed)
Unsharpened Pencils (100 are needed)
Blue or Black Ink Pens (125 are needed)
Little Hand Held Pencil Sharpeners (25 are needed)

Lutheran Disaster Response: Ukraine
Since the beginning of Russia’s war against Ukraine on Feb. 24, millions of people have fled the country
and are seeking refuge in neighboring countries including Hungary, Moldova, Poland, Romania and Slovakia. There are major humanitarian concerns for both internally displaced people and refugees. Many
people fleeing their homes in Ukraine need shelter and basic necessities such as food, water and toiletries. Care for people also includes pastoral and psychological support to address the trauma they’ve endured.

Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our companions in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Moldova, as well as ecumenical partners such as Lutheran World Federation and Church World
Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis created by Russia’s war against Ukraine. These partners provide refugees with immediate support and supplies such as food, blankets, water and hygiene
kits. Your gifts will support people impacted by the war. Gifts designated to "Eastern Europe Crisis" will
be used in full (100%) for direct response to assist those affected.
Thanks to a generous donor, gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response’s General Fund will be matched dollar
for dollar until they reach $50,000.
Find links to give online at ctsdenton.org - Click on Donate under the Resources tab and look for the link
to Lutheran Disaster Response.

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Council Highlights—July 14
TREASURER’S REPORT
•
•
•

June was a good month. The month of June ended with a Net Income of $1,229.52. Year-to-Date is $227.12.
Rudy Menn did the annual financial review. All bookkeeping has been done in a timely manner along with all IRS
work.
The Property Insurance went up $907 annually, effective the month of July.

PASTOR’S REPORT
•
•
•

Pastor is working on getting into the office earlier on Mon. – Wed.
Pastor donated an intercom system for the front door to improve security when staff is working alone. If
Pastor is planning an indoor workday the first week in August after everyone gets back from vacation. Denton
ISD starts school on August 11th .

TEAM REPORTS
Communications Team – The new sanctuary camera is working well on Zoom. Pastor is working to find more people to train on the new equipment. The audio equipment is still on backorder but hopeful it will be here soon.

BUSINESS
Worship Update – All is going well. Pastor has been asked to invite Katherine back to play the organ more often.
Rosa will be back for the fall semester. Pastor will contact Rosa for a return date. Choir will resume the Wednesday
after Labor Day. During the summer months, Elizabeth plans for the next year.
Council Retreat – The tentative date for the retreat is Saturday, September 17th . President Terry has several agenda items for the retreat and will forward them to the Council. One of the items is Staff Evaluations. Another item is
congregational communication preferences. The agenda items can be evaluated and decide which ones need to be
addressed now and which ones can wait for the new Council next year.
Constitution and Bylaws Review Team – A team needs to be created to go over and update the Constitution and
Bylaws. This should be put in the next newsletter for information purposes as well as anyone who might be interested in volunteering for this team.
Parking Lot – Pastor Bell gave Otto 3 names. Only 1 company, Elite Paving has come to give CTS a quote while the
other 2 haven’t returned Otto’s calls. Elite suggested 3 alternatives:

1. Total Reclamation - $75,000+
2. Overlay - $43,000 - $44,000
3. Standard Seal Coat (2 Year Longevity) - $5,200 and Striping - $1,900. This includes dirt and grass removal. However, the spider veins would still be visible. They did not recommend a chip coat.

The parking lot is 24,500 square feet. Council would like to see at least 1 more quote. Possible contact is Calvert
Paving, the company who put the parking lot in. Council would also like to see discussion started about fund raising
now for this project. Lois will check with the Finance Team. Amanda said that Josh might be able to help design
signage for fund raising.
Other – A question was asked about the Synod Assembly Report. Josh and Amanda will put something together for
the next Newsletter.

For the complete minutes of council minutes check the information bulletin board in the church narthex. It’s located
across from the coffee service.
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