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Easter Traditions Return
For the last two years, the activities of Christ the Servant
have been altered by thee realities of a global pandemic.
Though we have protected our people from severe illness
and death from Covid-19, the time apart has left us hungry
for the rituals and social interactions of congregational life.
As risk levels have fallen, activity is returning to more familiar patterns. Perhaps you have noticed fuller sanctuaries and
the return of singing, soup suppers, coffee and donuts.
In the weeks ahead Christ the Servant will begin to fully realize a return to normal. Children’s education, Palm Sunday
parades, Easter brunch and egg hunts are back. Christ the
Servant is ready for a resurrection. Watch the calendar and
for notifications of changes in location as we return to onsite meetings and events.
As onsite attendance grows, a return to a two-service schedule is anticipated. This transition will present logistical challenges. In addition to needing critical mass for singing, it will
require a doubling our worship leadership volunteers. Faithful volunteers who once served are no longer able or no
longer here. As these traditions return, you may find that
your role in the tradition has changed. Watch for opportunities to engage in a new way.
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CTSLC Office #: 940-387-1984
CTSLC Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

PREACHER FEATURE
Changing of the Guard
Rev. John E. Bell—Pastor

Ministry Team
Pastor ............................................ John Bell
Office Administrator ...... Cindy Bellefeuille
Childcare ..................... Tracey Oberbacher
Choir Director ................. Elizabeth Moose
Organist .........................Ruusamari Teppo

If you’ve ever visited London as a tourist, there is a high probability
that you visited Buckingham Palace during the changing of the guard.
The changing of shifts is marked by tradition, ceremony and pageantry. All this for a two hour shift. It is not unusual for service cycles in the
church to last for a generation, yet the transition to new leadership is
rarely afforded the same pageantry.

President ............................. Suzanne Terry
Vice-President ........................... Randy Cox
Secretary ................................. Otto Peters
Treasurer.....................................Lois Plato
Member ............................. Janna Callahan
Member ......................... Amanda Norvelle

Synette Payne has taught Children’s Sunday School for the last 15
years. She has shaped the faith of a Generation Z. She stepped in to
serve when her son, Marcus was little. As Marcus works toward a degree in architecture, she passes the torch to a new generation of
teachers. Thank you Synette for your dedicated service.

Altar Guild. .............................Lori Shelton,
& Deborah Dossett
Childcare .............................................. TBA
Christian Ed. .. Heidi Thiele, Hannah Tarver
Synette Payne, Janna Callahan
Communications Committee .. Greg Thiele
Empty Bowls Ministry ........ Synette Payne
Finance ........................................Lois Plato
Home Communion ...................... Lee Lacy
Lutheran Campus Min. ......... Pr. Jim Rowe
Memorial Committee .......................... TBA
Men in Mission.........................Andy Waite
Outreach Committee...... Beth Willoughby
Property Committee ........................... TBA
Quilters Group ....................Yvonne Poppe
Reconciling In Christ .........Nathan Graham
Worship & Music Committee ......John Bell
Worship Leaders............. Beth Willoughby
Writers Group ..................... Suzanne Terry

Our Mission
Saved by God’s grace,
energized by the Holy Spirit,
and growing spiritually
in Jesus Christ,
we welcome and serve all.

As Christ the Servant returns to a pre-pandemic schedule of activities,
not all of our former servants will be along for the ride. Families have
moved, children have grown, and all of us have aged a few years. Like
returning to one’s home town after an extended period away, the
small incremental changes of our days apart are revealed all at once.
As the congregation falls into its new normal, it’s time to consider
new opportunities for service and growth.
For those with young children, this might be a good time to step into
the task of teaching. For those who are new to the congregation, opportunities abound t get involved in ushering, maintenance, or choir.
For those who have been around a while, it may be a good time to
consider a new ministry team assignment. Stepping into a new role
doesn’t require a ceremony, just a desire to serve.
In his letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul maintains that the
body of Christ is made up of many different members. But all are indispensable for the function of the church. We all have different skills,
interests and time constraints but everyone has a role to fill. We all
have different callings, but we serve the same Lord. As a member of
the Body of Christ, we have need of you. Each of us is vital to the ministry we serve.
Take time as we return to consider what your return will look like. If
there was one thing that you could do for the church, what would it
be? Do you see a void in our leadership? Is it a role you could fill? If not,
can you identify someone else who would be a good fit? Plant a seed.
It’s time to change the guard and embrace new opportunities to
serve.
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Book Bag Project 2022
The Evening Book Club

Great news! The evening book club is planning to donate books through our
Book Bag Project again this year. We will be collecting new or very gently used
books for young children (ages 3 and 4). Our partner in the past has been Fred
Moore Day Nursery, and we are hoping that we'll be able to work with them
again.
We hope to give each child 3-4 books each to enjoy over the summer, so be on
the lookout for the book drop-off in the narthex soon.

The Season of Lent
Wednesday Soup Supper—April 6th at 5:45 pm
Wednesday Evening Services—April 6th at 7:00 pm
Palm Sunday—April 10th
Maundy Thursday Service—April 14th at 7:00 pm
Good Friday Service—April 15th at 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday—April 17th:
Brunch—9:45 am
Easter Egg Hunt—10:15 am
Worship—11:00 am

Easter Lilies
It has been a couple of years since we had Easter Lilies in
the Sanctuary. They’re baaaaack!
We will have order blanks available in the Narthex, or
you can send an email request. Please make sure you include your name and who you would like to dedicate the
plant to. (Ex: In honor or memory of…)
If you are interested in purchasing a lily, they will be $20.
Please mark your payment “Easter Lily”.
The last day to order is Palm Sunday, April 10th.
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The Reconciling in Christ Team is a group of members (Celene Welch, Nathan Graham, Chris Clarkson, Nancy
Johnson, Suzanne Terry, and Pastor John Bell) tasked to explore with the congregation whether it is time
for Christ The Servant to commit to becoming a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ (RIC) community. An RIC church is one
that proclaims itself to be welcoming and inclusive to people of all sexual orientations and gender identities
(LGBTQIA+ people).
Come Sing About Love
by Nathan Graham
The rock musical Godspell, which plays April 1-17 at the Campus Theatre (featuring our own Elizabeth Moose in the
cast), is probably best known for the image of Jesus with an afro, clown makeup, and Superman shirt, and for
catchy Stephen Schwartz songs like “Day By Day” and “Light of the World.” In the midst of all the fun and zaniness, the show depicts the formation and testing of a community, presenting an alternative vision of what church
can be—and a corrective to what it too often is.
Godspell was the brainchild of John-Michael Tebelak, a gay Episcopalian who for many years wrote and staged liturgical drama for the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine in New York City. Inspiration came when he was
brainstorming his master’s thesis at Carnegie Mellon and read through the Gospels in a single afternoon.
“Afterwards, I became terribly excited because I found what I wanted to portray on stage,” he said in a 1975 interview with Dramatics magazine.
“Which was…?” asked the interviewer.
“Joy!” he replied. “I found a great joy, a simplicity.”
Hoping to experience that joy again, he decided to attend a sunrise service one Easter morning, but there he
found the opposite of the good news he had just been reading. The parishioners grumbled about unseasonable
snow and how it had upset some of their plans, the service was rote and passionless, and he felt unwelcome and
out of place in his T-shirt and overalls.
As he was leaving, he was stopped and frisked for drugs by a police officer who had been sitting two pews ahead
of him.
Tebelak later told Dramatics that instead of “resurrecting the Christ,” it felt to him as though the people at that
service “had pushed Him back into the tomb. They had refused to let Him come out that day.”
The experience solidified his vision. In place of lifelessness, conformity, and suspicion, Godspell would exude passion, diversity, and inclusion. Tebelak cast Jesus’s followers as a rag-tag group of misfits, each with their own idiosyncrasies, but all welcomed as active participants in his ministry, in which teaching, fellowship, and worship are all
recontextualized as play, and church can be a party.
As we approach Holy Week and the end of the Lenten season, let’s ask ourselves: In what ways do we—as individuals, as a congregation, and as the church worldwide—refuse to let Jesus come out of the tomb? If he is still with
us, has the party really ended? And how much alive can our community become when we regard those who look
or act different from us not with suspicion, but with celebration?

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Meet the Richersons
Dan and Nicole Richerson are the newest
members of Christ the Servant. They come to
us from Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church in
Bolingbrook, IL, following a job related move
to Little Elm. Dan is the Billing Manager for
Men’s T Clinics and Nicole is an RCM Billing
Specialist for All Scripts.
Dan and Nicole are avid cooks and gardeners.
They are already becoming quite active in the
congregation, cooking for our Wednesday
Soup Suppers and volunteering at Lu-Min—
Denton for the Thursday night cook outs.
Interested in Membership? Another newcomer
orientation will take place after Easter.

Morning Book Club
For April we are reading a very interesting book. The Code Breaker by Walter Isaacson, which is about Jennifer Doudna. This is about the science of
gene editing and the future of the human race. We will be meeting at Joyce
Rademacher's on April 13th at 10:00. You are welcome to join.
Sandy Schurter 940-465-9712

Evening Book Club
In March, we met at Armadillo Ale to discuss Small Great Things by Jodi
Picoult. We have a lively discussion about our justice system and the different
experiences people have had with it.
On April 19, we are meeting at Kathy's house at 7:00 to discuss The Peace of
Wild Things: And Other Poems by Wendell Berry in celebration of National Poetry Month. For those interested in carpooling, we will leave from the church
parking lot at 6:30. Hope you can join us!
For those who like to read ahead:
April 19 – The Peace of Wild Things: And Other Poems by Wendell Berry
May 17 – The Madness of Crowds by Louise Penny
June 21 – A Thousand Ships by Natalie Haynes

2121 E. University Dr., Denton, TX 76209
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Council Highlights—March 10, 2022
Christ the Servant’s Council includes Pastor Bell and six elected members on rotating three-year terms.
Terms ending in 2022 are Lois Plato (Treasurer) and Suzanne Terry (President), Terms ending in 2023 are
Janna Callahan and Randy Cox (Vice-President), terms ending in 2024 are Amanda Norvelle and Otto Peters (Secretary). Meetings are generally held on Zoom, the second Thursday of each month at 7 PM. Members are welcome to attend, except for matters concerning personnel or other matters involving confidentiality.

Finances
Treasurer—Lois Plato reported that February was a good month, ending with a net income of $1,805.95.
The Year-to-Date deficit was decreased to $1,811.05. Assets are at $47,124. Lois believes that adding the
blurb to the weekly announcements is helping.
The Finance Team members Lori Shelton, Rudy Menn and Scott Payne have agreed to remain on the team
for another year.
Otto moved and Amanda seconded to receive the Treasurer’s Report. The motion waspassed by Council.

Covid Protocol Changes
The CDC has changed their guidelines regarding masks. In Denton there were 9.6 cases in the last 7 days.
Pastor Bell recommended that it is time to make masks an option. The hospital numbers are down and
Lois stated that the last covid patient from Medical City went home today. The Council suggested that
Crisis Planning should be involved in making this decision which could be done by e-mail. It was also suggested that going back to 2 services would increase social distancing. Pastor said this could happen as
soon as Easter. There would be 1 hybrid service at 11:00. Once the church mandate for masks have been
lifted, coffee and donuts could return. For anyone who has not been vaccinated, masking will still be required
Janna made a motion and Otto seconded to contact the Crisis Planning Team by email to provisionally
recommend all discussed here. The motion was passed by Council.

Painting
Painting Bids – There was a misunderstanding with the painting contractor about painting the exterior
walls of the Fellowship Hall. They did not include the siding in the bid. They revised their original bid to
remove $775 and quoted $3,500 to do the entire annex exterior. The contractor has been given the first 2
checks, but the last check will need to be rewritten. Council suggested that a special projects team put
together a list of things that need to be done and possibly go to the congregation to specially fund these
projects.
Lois made a motion and Randy seconded to write the last check to the contractor minus the refund on
the work that wasn’t done. The motion was passed by Council.
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7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

3
Food Sunday
9:30 am Christian Ed Adults
9:30 am Confirmation
9:45 am Christian Ed Kiddos
11:00 am Worship
1:00 pm Outreach
11
9:30 am Quilters
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

18
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

25
9:30 am Quilters
7:30 pm Evening
Bible Study

10
Palm Sunday
9:30 am Christian Ed Adults
9:30 am Confirmation
9:45 am Christian Ed Kiddos
11:00 am Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

17 Resurrection of Our Lord
9:45 am Easter Brunch
10:15 am Easter Egg Hunt
11:00 am Worship
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9:30 am Christian Ed Adults
9:30 am Confirmation
9:45 am Christian Ed Kiddos
11:00 am Worship
3:00 pm RIC Meeting

Cindy’s on Vacation

Mon

Sun

Easter Sunday

Wed

26
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
9:30 am Quilters

19
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
6:30 pm Evening
Book Club

12
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch
9:30 am Quilters
7:00 pm Church
Council

5
9:00 am Kaffee
Klatsch

27
6:15 pm Choir
Rehearsal

20
6:15 pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Worship &
Music

13
6:15 pm Choir
Rehearsal

6
5:45 pm Soup Supper
6:15 pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Holden

11:oo am Worship

10:15 am Easter Egg Hunt

9:45 am Easter Brunch

Tue

28
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

21
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:30 pm
Communications

14
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study
7:00 pm Maundy
Thursday Service

7
10:00 am Pastor’s
Text Study

Thu

29

22

15
7:00 pm Good
Friday Service
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Cindy’s on Vacation

1

Fri

30
10:00 am CoDA

23
10:00 am CoDA

16
10:00 am CoDA

9
10:00 am CoDA

2
10:00 am CoDA

Sat

